Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 1

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Fun with synonyms-  write synonyms for sleeping, napping, snoozing    



        synonyms for looked, gazed, peered, glanced, scanned  (words in italics in ch. 1)

Write the word museum, and discuss different types of museums.  Talk about kids experiences with visits to museums.

Display the book and discuss the title, illustration and the series of A to Z books.

Read the back cover of the book and review character’s names.  What does it mean to unravel a mystery?



Build vocabulary:  p. 1 article,  p. 2 Connecticut River,  p. 3 Wadsworth Museum, digital sign, entrance,   p. 4 tapestries,  p. 6 eyes narrowed, precisely  p. 7  “Hear the oxen bellow as they labor in the field.”  A hush fell over the group.  p. 8 dim room,  p. tomb

As the kids enter the museum, try to visualize what the author is describing.  Pay attention to details.  In mysteries details will help you solve or unravel the mystery.  

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What details from ch. 1 let us know that the contents of the tomb are rare or valuable?
Who are the characters we have met so far?

Discuss the scene inside the museum and parts of the book that made clear images in kids’ minds.

Can you picture the mood inside the tomb?   Does Dr. Tweed take his job seriously?


Writing Connection (optional):

Get to know the characters and the setting…
Make a list of proper nouns from ch. 1, be sure they begin with capital letters.
Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 2-3

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Together write these words and break them into syllables and develop vacabulary:  

re/con/struct/ed
e/ter/ni/ty
flus/ter

sar/coph/a/gus (Egyptian coffin) 
ex/plain

lin/en

sud/den/ly
bolt/ing
bo/gus

ap/pre/ci/ate

wealth

cham/ber

dart/ed, bolt/ed
post/poned

val/u/able
lob/by
In ch. 2 the kids get to see the three mummies.  Can you picture what they might look like?  Read carefully, in this chapter the mystery will begin!  Again, make pictures in your mind.  Imagine the scenes like you’re watching a movie.  This makes the story more enjoyable and maybe you’ll see a clue to help you unravel the mystery.
Josh will say “Open sez me.” to open the tomb door.  (Talk about phrases magicians use.)
  Another name for a special area in the museum is a chamber.


Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Discuss all the events that have happened.  On p. 21 make sure kids know what a disguise is.  Talk about the kids’ ideas regarding the robbery (mummy snatcher).  Why was the mummy left behind?  

Discuss the questions the gang has.  They are trying to determine what clues are important.  They are brainstorming together or questioning what might have happened.

What questions do you have about the event?  

Let’s summarize what happened…
How would you feel if you were locked in an Egyptian tomb without food, water, a phone, parents…?

Writing Connection (optional):

Write a summary of what has occurred in Ch. 2-3.
Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 4

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

p. 27 re/frig/er/a/tor     p. 28 com/fort/able   p. 31 fig/ures (shapes of people in the darkness)
p. 31 piercing alarm, in/trud/ers
The kids are trapped in the tomb.  Turn and talk to a partner about ways the kids could respond.  Share ideas and determine which ideas are the smartest.

As you read today, pay attention the characters’ actions.  After we read we’ll talk about the kids’ personalities.  Think about which child is the most like you.  Which of the kids would you enjoy hanging around with?


Which kids are good thinkers?
The kids adventure will continue and become more complicated in Ch. 4.  As you read, think… try to determine what is going on and how the crime can be solved.  Think about which details in the chapter will be important to the mystery.  Think about how you would respond if you were one of the main characters.
Make vivid pictures of the events in your mind as you read.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Discuss the key events in ch. 4.  Talk about questions students have… what are you wondering?  What should the kids do?  How would you react?  Is this event connected to the missing mummy?

Writing Connection (optional):

Write about how you would react if you were Josh, Dink or Ruth Rose.
 If time, write about the child in the story that you would like to have as a friend.
Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 5-6

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Synonyms-  Ch. 5  parents = folks      huge = massive
quickly = swiftly

build = construct
tiny = miniature

p. 34 appeared  p. 35 priceless treasure  p. 35 shrubbery  p. 39 con/fu/sion

p. 40  in/ter/rupt/ed    p. 41 em/bar/rass   p. 41  im/ag/in/ar/y    p. 45  plywood, cinder blocks

p. 47  in/flat/ed rubber tyrannosaur     p. 49 rec/og/nize

Read p. 33 out loud together. 

 Use context clues to determine the meaning of “dark forms” and satchels.  Talk about Dink trying to memorize what the thieves looked like.
As you read, continue to make connections between the characters actions and their personalities.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Revisit p. 49  Make sure kids understand the meaning of “the thieves are still at large.”
The author compares Josh’s need for food to a T-rex and compares his brain size to Dink’s brain.  Why has Josh’s love for food suddenly becomes important in this case?  Do you remember how the police officer wanted to know what Josh smelled?  Do you think this is an important clue?  Do you have ideas about what this might mean?  Should Josh share this info. with the police?

Writing Connection (optional):

Write about Dink’s memory of the thieves’ appearance and Josh’s memory of the smell.  How could these clues help the police?
Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Write these words from ch. 7 into categories and develop vocabulary- 

 drop the e, add suffix      double the final consonant, add suffix         change the y to an i, add the suffix
glance, glanced

grin, grinned




fry, fries

stare, stared


lug, lugged




carry, carried

Play Rivet with synonyms from the story-  (also discuss words and build schema for them)

The first word means the same thing as burglar… _ _ _ _ _ _  (robber)

The next word means the same thing as turned around… _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (swiveled)

This word means the same thing as speedily… _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (swiftly)

The next word is a synonym for leaving… _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (departed)

The last word is a synonym for a large music box… _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (jukebox)

Introduce the words colleagues (p. 53) and handouts (p. 54)

Introduce these words in context-  “He swiveled his head, like a periscope looking for enemy ships.”  (p. 54)

“Aunt Frieda bustled away to the kitchen.”

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Think about the clues we read, start putting ideas together from the beginning of the story until the end of ch. 7.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Reread p. 40 when the kids spoke to Officer Peters about the criminals.  Discuss what we knew then, and the new information we are learning as the story progresses.
Who are your major suspects?  Why do you think that?  

Has your opinion about the kids’ personalities changed or been confirmed as you learn more about them?


Writing Connection (optional):

Write what you know about the thieves.  Do you have any conclusions?
Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 8-9

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


Write these words in the book are hyphenated:  strange-looking, one-thirty, blasted-out, three-thirty

 Spell and decode- in/ter/rupt/ed p. 63, nudged, bulging p. 64, vinegar p. 64, obeyed p. 66, amateurs p. 66, shuffled toward him p. 69, bolted awake p. 70, plant the bomb p. 74 
As you read, think about prior knowledge and connect it to new information we learn in ch. 8-9.  Visualize the events to help you remember information and get a clearer picture of what is happening.  Try to solve the mystery before the author reveals all the information!
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Discuss all the new clues and the kids’ suspicions.  These kids are great thinkers, they connected many details and came up with a great idea!  However, do you think Dr. Tweed had something to do with this?  Why?  (remember his nervous twitching in earlier chapters???)  Do you think the treasures were hidden in the coffin?  Now, what should the kids do with their new conclusions so they don’t sound crazy or get themselves into a dangerous situation?

If Dr. Tweed is guilty, will the police find him before he leaves town?


Writing Connection (optional):

Tell whether you think Dr. Tweed is part of the theft.  Give examples to prove your thinking.  Why would he do this?  

What do you think will happen in ch. 10?
Title:_A to Z Mysteries The Missing Mummy_Level:_N_ISBN:  0439510961   Publisher:Scholastic Ch. 10

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Synonyms-   police cars = cruisers    grab = nab, take hold of       flanked by = side by side

grabbing = holding = clasping        items = objects        jumped = lunged            fell = plunged

wrung = to twist and squeeze water out of fabric

Read out loud journal entries from yesterday.  Talk about different childrens’ ideas.

Let’s read to see how this mystery unfolds!
Pretend that it’s an action movie and make vivid images in your mind while you read.  You may even find out that this is a bit of a comedy.
When you finish reading, go back and visualize the most important events in this mystery.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Where were Dr. Tweed and the woman from the restaurant planning to escape to?  Europe
Recap the clues and events that led to the childrens’ helping to solve this case.  What if the kids didn’t get locked in the museum that night?  What if the kids didn’t think and failed to remember details that led to the arrest of the thieves?
Enjoy the humor at the end, Dr. Tweed in the pond and the Wet Wednesday joke.

What do you think will happen to the mummy and the jewels?

Do you think the kids deserve a reward?
Encourage kids to read other A to Z Mystery books.

Compare/contrast this book to other mystery books.

Writing Connection (optional):

Write what you think should happen to Dr. Tweed and the woman involved in the robbery.
What do you think should happen to the children?


