Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:   A Day at the Apple Orchard    Level:    N    ISBN:   0-439-79909-0     Publisher: Scholastic

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever visited an apple orchard? This book follows a group of children on a trip to the apple orchard. The children learn about how apples are grown and what happens once the apples are picked. Is this book fiction or nonfiction? Why? 
Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V) healthy (3) dormancy (4) fertilizes, pollination (6) bruise (14)         safeguard (15) 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make connections. (text to self, text to world, text to text)
Readers use illustrations to help them understand the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Have you ever visited an apple orchard? Was your experience similar or different from the children in this story?
When does the life cycle of an apple begin?
What happens to an apple tree during the winter?
How do bees help an apple tree to grow?
When do apples start to ripen?
When do we begin to harvest apples?
Why do farmers put guards around the base of an apple tree?

Writing Connection (optional):

How do you like to eat apples? Do you have a favorite dessert? Use words to describe how it looks, tastes, and smells. 

