
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Thief!                               Level:   N                     ISBN:  978-076086177-6                 Publisher: Sundance  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                            Day 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This book can be read over 3 days – 3 chapters/day. 

 

This book is considered realistic fiction, meaning that this story could really happen. It’s about a blended family 

that has some issues with getting along and learning to be a family. Read the blurb on the back to get some 

insight as to what the story may be about. (Give students a minute to read back cover.) Discuss and accept some 

predictions about the story. 

 

Today we will read the first 3 chapters and learn about the characters in the story, and what the problem is. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): suspicious (6); truce (11); participate (16) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 Who is telling the story? Who are the characters in the story? 

Can you tell much about the characters?  

What is the conflict (problem) in the story? What is upsetting Mel? 

What is the “P” word? Why is this an important word in the story? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Have you ever participated in an activity that you weren’t really enthusiastic or comfortable with because 

someone wanted you to? Was it a good experience? Explain. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Thief!                               Level:   N                     ISBN:  978-076086177-6                 Publisher: Sundance  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                            Day 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review what we learned last time… 

 

Today we are going to read Chapters 4-6. As you read, think about how Mel was feeling at the beginning of 

the story, and how she is thinking now. Think about how she should handle some difficult problems that come 

up in these chapters. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): invitational, handicap (19) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers change their predictions as they learn new information in the text. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What was the first event Mel participated in? What did she find out about herself when it was finished?  

Did Mel get along with Rick’s parents? How can you tell? How did they treat her? 

What did Mel discover about Tony? Why was she thinking of him as a thief? What will she do about it? 

 

  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Choose one. 

 

Are you changing your opinion of Mel? What about Tony?  

Have you ever had to confront someone that you saw doing something wrong? What did you do about it? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Thief!                               Level:   N                     ISBN:  978-076086177-6                 Publisher: Sundance 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                           Day 3                                                                                         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 7-9. 

Let’s review what we learned last time… 

 

Today we will finish the story about Mel and her family. As you read, you will find out the problem Tony 

was facing. You will also find out why Mel was considered a “thief”, also. Think about how the family reacted. 

Did they help the situation? What is the theme of this book? 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): amphibian (33) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers infer the theme of the story. (author’s message) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What was the Amphibian? How did Mel do in the race? 

Why did Tony call Mel a thief? Do think he was right? Did his reasoning make sense? 

How did all the family members help each other in the family relay? 

Do you think this vacation experience helped the family grow closer? Why or why not? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

What was the theme (big idea) of this book? Explain. 

 


