
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Skirt                            Level:  N                   ISBN:  978-044040924-3                           Publisher: Dell 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                         Day 1    

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Pp. 3-20, chapters 1-2. 

This realistic fiction story is about a skirt. Sounds funny, doesn’t it? Read the blurb on the back of the book. 

What else did you find out? We know from the first chapter what the problem is in the story. As you read 

chapters 1 and 2 today, put yourself in Miata’s place, and think what you would do and how you would feel if 

something like this happened to you. 

As you read, you will see words written in italics. This is the way the author shows that these are foreign 

words. In this case, the words are Spanish. You may be able to figure out the words from context (words around 

the unknown word.) Write down any words that are confusing to you. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V): exhaustion, troupe, embarassment (6); commute (12); galaxy of freckles (14) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections as they read. (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Why couldn’t Miata use a regular skirt for the Folklorico?  

Why did she take it to school? 

What evidence is there that Miata had misplaced items in the past? 

Who did Miata think could help her with her problem? 

How does Miata’s mother feel about the Folklorico? How can you tell? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

What would you do if you were in Miata’s predicament? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Skirt                            Level:  N                   ISBN:  978-044040924-3                           Publisher: Dell 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                        Day 2     

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Pp. 21-38, chapters 3-4. 

Let’s review from last time… 

Today we will learn more about Miata’s family. As you read, think about what her dad, mom and brother 

are like, and how she feels about them. You will also find out how Miata plans to get her skirt back, and who is 

willing to help her. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Que bueno, papa (22); Los Gigantes (28); pursed (33); crooks (35) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers infer things about the characters by using evidence from text about how they act and react. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Give details about Miata’s family that you learned in Chapters 2 and 3. What kind of a person was her father? 

Her mother? Her brother? Give evidence from the text.  

How does Miata feel about her family? How can you tell? 

What was Ana’s advice to Miata?  

What evidence did Ana have that Miata always lost things? 

Where did Miata and Ana go first? Next? 

What was Miata’s plan to get the skirt? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Would you have taken Ana’s advice to Miata to tell her mother the truth? Why or why not? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Skirt                            Level:  N                   ISBN:  978-044040924-3                           Publisher: Dell 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                     Day 3        

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Pp. 39-55, chapters 5-6 

Let’s review from last time… 

Today we will follow the girls’ adventure as they try to get into the bus yard and look in the buses. Try to 

put yourself into the story and imagine what you would do. Find out about their close call, and the unexpected 

help that came their way. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): peered (42) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about how characters change in their thinking throughout the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

How did Miata plan to look in the buses? Did it work? 

Why was she surprised when Ana offered to look in the third bus? (44) 

What kind of a girl was Ana? Use evidence from the text. 

Who arrived at the bus yard unexpectedly? Why was Miata’s father in the bus yard? 

What was Ana’s suggestion? 

Who came to their rescue? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

 

What did the girls think of Rodolfo at the beginning of the story? How do you think they feel about him now? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Skirt                            Level:  N                   ISBN:  978-044040924-3                           Publisher: Dell 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                        Day 4     

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Pp. 56-74, chapters 7-8 

Let’s review from last time… 

We will finish the story today. Things are looking up for Miata and Ana. They accomplished their mission, 

and it looks like they may have a new friend in Rodolfo. As you finish the final two chapters today, think about 

Miata’s reaction to problems. Do you think she has learned anything from this experience? What do you think 

the author’s message is? 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): chango (63); chorizo con huevos (67); milagro, andale (71) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers infer the theme (author’s message) of the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

What is further evidence in Chapter 7 that Rodolfo may become a friend of the girls? 

Page 66 – “…she gathered her crayons and picture and left the kitchen. She couldn’t stand to hear any more.” 

Explain. 

What was her mother’s surprise? How did that make Miata feel when she thought about all that she had been 

through in the past 2 days? 

What was Miata’s solution to the dilemma of having an old skirt and a new skirt? 

Do you think Miata learned a lesson from this experience? 

  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

What do you think the author’s message was in this story? 


