
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Magic Finger_______Level:_N____ISBN:_9-780590-132053____Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The Gregg Family loves to hunt, but the girl next door just can’t stand it.  She tries to talk them out of hunting 

and they don’t bother to listen to her.  Then she gets so angry that she uses The Magic Finger on them.  Read to 

find out what The Magic Finger is and what happens in the beginning of this book. 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 7-15 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) cross (pg. 9, 11), P’s and Q’s (pg. 10) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) italicized words stand (pg. 8), whiskers (pg. 12), tail (pg. 13),  

how (pg. 14) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers remember details throughout the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How old is the girl? 

 What does the Gregg Family do that makes the girl so angry?   

 What did Philip, William, and Mr. Gregg do when the girl tries to stop them from hunting? 

 What caused Mrs. Winters to grow whiskers and a tail? 

 Why did the girl used the magic finger on the Gregg Family? 

 What do you think her parents think of the magic finger? 

 What do you predict happened when the girl used the magic finger on The Gregg Family? 

 How can you tell that the girl is daring/bold? 

 What do you predict will happen next? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What is the magic finger and what happens to the girl when she gets cross? (make sure they answer both parts 

of the question) 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Magic Finger_______Level:_N____ISBN:_9-780590-132053____Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday we learned about The Gregg Family, a neighbor girl, and a Magic Finger.  We know that The Gregg 

Family loves to hunt and that the neighbor girl dislikes it. In our reading, the girl tried to stop The Gregg Family 

from hunting again and they wouldn’t listen, so she got cross and used The Magic Finger on them.  Some very 

strange things start happening to The Gregg Family.  Read to find out what they are.  

 

Reading Assignment: pages 16-25 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) beside himself (pg. 16),  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. (setting characters, problem, solution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What were some of the things that happened because of the Magic Finger? 

Why was it unusual for the four ducks to turn back around and fly towards the Gregg Family? 

 Why was Mr. Gregg afraid of the ducks when he went out to get firewood?  

 Why do you think Mr. Gregg didn’t tell Mrs. Gregg about the ducks flying around outside?  

 Explain what Mr. Gregg looked like when he woke up from sleeping? 

 How was what happened to The Gregg Family and Mrs. Winters alike? 

 What do you predict will happen to Philip and William? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What is the plot of the story? (setting, characters, problem, solution)  

This could also present the fact that we don’t know what the solution is yet and will need to read to find out. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Magic Finger_______Level:_N____ISBN:_9-780590-132053____Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday we read about the strange things that happened to The Gregg Family after they got The Magic Finger 

pointed at them.  Today we are going to read about some even stranger things that continue to happen.  Read to 

find out what happens next. 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 26-39 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) enormous (pg. 28), beastly (pg. 36), mince (pg. 38),  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers make connections. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What is strange about the wild ducks? 

 Because The Gregg Family lost their home, what did they need to do? 

 What clues tell you that Mrs. Gregg loves the nest? 

 What was their plan for getting food? 

 How are The Gregg Family and the wild ducks alike?  Different?  

 What will The Gregg Family probably do in the future?  

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Make a connection to the story.  (Text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Magic Finger_______Level:_N____ISBN:_9-780590-132053____Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will read about how it is not very easy for The Gregg Family in their nest the first night and how 

those pesky wild ducks still won’t leave them alone.  When the family wakes up they are in for a BIG surprise!  

Read to find out what happens. 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 40-49 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use the illustrations to help them understand the text.  You could have them mark a spot in their 

reading with a self-stick note to help them answer the writing response question. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why did the girl think that The Gregg Family was playing a joke on her when she called them? 

 Name three things ways it was a bad night for The Gregg Family in the nest. 

 Why did the ducks say they were going to shoot The Gregg Family? 

 What caused the ducks not to shoot The Gregg Family? 

 Do you think the girl likes her Magic Finger?  What proof do you have to support your thinking? 

 How do you think The Gregg Family was feeling when the ducks were pointing the guns at them?  

Why? 

 How do you predict the story will end? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Find an illustration and explain how it helped you understand the text better. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Magic Finger_______Level:_N____ISBN:_9-780590-132053____Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday we read about how the wild ducks were going to shoot The Gregg Family because they have been 

hunting their family.  The Gregg Family made a promise to never hunt again if the wild ducks will let them go. 

Read to find out how the book ends. 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 50-63 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) queer (pg. 55), barley (pg. 55), dotty (pg. 60),  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers infer the theme of the story. (author’s message) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What was the problem in the story?  How was it solved? 

 Why was the girl expecting to find the worst when she arrived at the Gregg’s house? 

 Why do you think The Gregg Family made graves for the wild ducks that they had shot the day before 

and scattered barley for the birds even though that wasn’t part of the deal that they made with the wild 

ducks when they were in the nest? 

 Do you think The Gregg Family will keep their promise to never hunt again?  Why? 

 What lesson did The Gregg Family learn in this book? 

 What can you infer the girl is going to do to The Cooper Family?  What clues do you have? 

 Do you like the way the book ended?  Why or why not? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What was the theme of the story? (author’s message) 

 

 


