
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The 18 Penny Goose         Level:  N            ISBN: 978-0-06-444250-3               Publisher:   Harper Trophy 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)   This book has four chapters and could be completed in two days. 

Chapter 1: This story is pretty close to what actually happened to a family over 230 years ago when 

Americans were still legally under the control of King George in England. British soldiers from England were 

trying to deal with the Americans who illegally wanted to be independent of the King. We will read about Letty 

Wright, an eight year old girl in New Jersey, and her family who had to leave their home because they were 

afraid of what the British soldiers would do to them. Letty is especially fond of a certain animal on their farm 

and is sad to leave him behind. 

Chapter 2: Letty had good parents who wanted to protect their children, but they didn’t think they should 

protect the children from knowing the truth about what was happening. Let’s learn about how this family was 

honest with each other. 

Chapter 3: What would it have been like to live on a farm back in 1778? Would you be able to sleep in a 

barn? In this chapter we will learn about some good news for Letty’s family. 

Chapter 4: Even though the British soldiers did some awful things to the Wright’s house and property, they 

were able to find good things for which to be thankful. 

       

*Discuss pictures (M)  Notice how the people are dressed and that there are no cars or cell phones. 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  Tell the children who Soloman was in the Old Testament.  

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Have you ever been frightened and you didn’t feel better when a 

grown-up said that everything was going to be fine? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V):  

Chapter 1: mantel (p.8)    gander (p.9) 

Chapter 2: grim (p.26) Jemima (p.30) 

Chapter 3: Mistress – what we now refer to as “Miss” (p.39) 

Chapter 4: clucked (p.45)   trampled (p.46)    spinning wheel (p.49)    wander (p.50)   leather (p.54)  

Explain The British = The English 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers change their predictions as they learn new information in the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

Ch. 1: What were some of the clues the author gave to help us know Letty was fearful? 

Do you think Soloman actually knew what Letty was saying to him when she instructed him to hide? 

What did Letty do about her fear about Soloman’s safety? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Ch. 2: What are some examples of how the Wright family was honest with each other? 

What sounds did Letty hear while she was on the wagon? (mooing, wagon wheels on gravel, guns, wind) 

What sound didn’t Letty hear? (Soloman) 

Were the Chapman’s nearby neighbors? How do you know? 

Ch. 3: Why did wishing on a star not make Letty feel better about what could happen to Soloman? 

What did Jemima say that upset Letty? 

Ch. 4: What did Letty find to be thankful for? (p.58) 

Why do you think the soldiers did not eat Soloman? 

Why did they pay for Soloman’s “wives” even though they destroyed things that would cost a lot to replace? 

If the Wright family had to leave their home again, would they do anything differently than the first time? 

 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After chapters 1, 2, and 3, ask the students what they predict will happen to Soloman. 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

As an eight year old Letty wrote a very fine letter to the British soldiers; you can write a short letter to request 

that something you care about be kept safe. It can be written to a police officer, a firefighter, a teacher, or a 

parent. Use the same format Letty did on page 17. Cursive is optional. 


