
Title: Take Care Out There Level: N(30)  ISBN: 978-0-47-812959-9  Publisher: NelsonUSAEducation 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)
*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)
*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

1. Have you ever been to a zoo where they kept tigers? Did you see a zookeeper caring for the tigers? Did you 
like looking at the tigers? Why or why not?

2. Discuss safety. What do you do to keep safe at a zoo? What shouldn’t you do at a zoo that might cause you to 
get hurt? 

3. In this part of the book, we are going to find out what a zookeeper’s job is. We are also going to find out what 
we can do to stay safe at the zoo. It is interesting finding out what the zookeepers do. 

Words/Text Layout:
 *New or important words (V)
  enclosures pg 2, troughs pg 7, detergent pg 8, 
 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
  Point out the bolded word(s) on page 2, 7, and 8. Point out the definitions that go along with 
  these three words. Why did the author bold these words and provide the definitions?

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers make connections. (text to self, text to world)

Today as you are reading silently, I would like you to make connections in the text. I want you to make 
connections between the text and yourself and the text and the world. Remember these connections. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 
fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 
students who are independently reading.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)
 *Discuss the story
  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers
  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives
 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
Did you learn anything new today? If so, what did you learn?
What jobs did the zookeepers have?
TP: What connections did you make between the text and yourself or the world? Have the students share a few. 
What should you not do at the zoo to keep you safe? What do you think will happen if the tiger gets out in the 
zoo?
Writing Connection (optional):
Write about how you will stay safe at the zoo. 

Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)



Before Reading: (5-7 min.)
*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)
*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What happened in the story from yesterday? 

Would any of you want to be a zookeeper when you grow up? Why or why not?

Today we are reading a new story. Creepy Rats and Scaredy-Cats. This is about a brother and sister, Mikey and 
Jodie. Mikey finds a scary lonesome house on the street and he wants to go explore in it. Jodie doesn’t think this 
is a good idea but she decides to follow him anyway. Mikey is not staying with Jodie in the house. Jodie is 
scared and wants to go home right away. Mikey keeps calling her a Scaredy-Cat. Something terrible happens to 
Mikey and Jodie is left to make a choice on her own. Let’s find out what she decides to do. 

Words/Text Layout:
 *New or important words (V) creepy pg 10, sobbed pg 14, disappeared pg 12
 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Point out some of the quotation marks and some sound words.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Students, today I would like you to infer what you think will happen after you find out about the choice Jodie 
has to make. I would also like you to think of questions you have while reading. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 
fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 
students who are independently reading.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)
 *Discuss the story
  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers
  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives
 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
What happened when they entered the scary house? Why do you think Mikey threatened Jodie? What did Jodie 
end up doing? Do you think she made the right choice? Why or why not?
TP: What questions did you have throughout the story? What were your inferences when you found out that 
Mikey threatened Jodie?

Writing Connection (optional):
Write about why you agree or disagree with Jodie’s choice of action. 

Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


