
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Spies                      Level:  N                        ISBN: 978-078945713-4                       Publisher: DK Readers 

 
WARNING: Contains very graphic description of violent acts and torture.  Preview before reading with children. 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)      Five chapters                                                                                                    

*Summarize plot (M)                                                       *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Read one chapter a day, discuss, assign the next chapter for independent reading. 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Ask the students to what they know about spies and spying. 

In Spies, readers explore the history of espionage through war and  “ Cold War” peace.  Meet the famous 

and infamous, the agents and the double agents.  Infiltrate the FBI, CIA, and KGB.  Also follow the evolution 

of the tools of the trade, including industrial spying and computer hackers. 

 

Ch. 1 What Do Spies Do - Read together and discuss the killings and torture. 

Ch. 2 Wartime Spies - Discuss the jobs and dangers of wartime spying. 

Ch. 3 Peacetime Spying - Read about why countries continued to spy during peacetime. 

Ch. 4 A Spy’s Toolkit - Discuss the special tools spies use, past and present.  Discuss the differences. 

Ch. 5 Modern Spying - Read about jobs of modern spies. 

 *New or important words (V) p. 6 blackmail, p. 32 evidence, p.7 industrial spying 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) point out elements of nonfiction: table of contents, photos, drawings, 

captions, diagrams, labels, glossary and index. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers think about (infer) the author’s message. 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What do you think the author is trying to teach you?  How do the text features add to interest and understanding 

of the text? Identify the main ideas and supporting details of each section. 

Ask students several nonfiction feature specific questions…must use the index, table of contents, or words to 

know in order to answer. 

After each chapter: 

What did you find interesting?  What did you learn?  What seemed unbelievable, intriguing? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional) 

Write about spies.  Do you think they are necessary?  Is their job worth the risk? 

                                                                                                      


