
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Space Heroes                        Level:  N                ISBN:  978-078949896-0               Publisher: DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                              Day 1       

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

This book can be completed in 3 days. 

Pp. 4-17. 

 

This book will acquaint us with the world’s greatest astronauts. We will also learn about space travel 

experiences. Today we will read about the very first astronauts in the United States and Russia, and the very 

beginning of space travel and the “space race”. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V):  Soviet Union (9); parachutes (10); Mercury (12); expertise, aviation (16) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): Notice and read boxes and captions that provide additional 

information about the subject. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why did scientists want to go into space? 

What was the “space race?” 

Who was the first human to go into space? 

What were the qualifications for men who were chosen to be in the space program? 

Tell some of the facts you learned about John Glenn. 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Would you like to go into outer space? Why or why not? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Space Heroes                     Level:  N                  ISBN:  978-078949896-0                Publisher: DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                              Day 2         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Pp. 18-31. 

 

Let’s review from last time… 

Today we will learn about the next phase of the space program. As you read, find out what goal President 

Kennedy set for the space program. Find out if they met their goal. Also, carefully read the details about the 

space shuttle. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Apollo, challenge (21); pressure (30) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): Notice and read boxes and captions that provide additional 

information about the subject. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What was the goal set for the space program by President Kennedy? 

Did the program meet the goal? Give the details of the first landing on the moon. 

Why did the space program begin using the shuttle?  

How was it different from using a rocket for space travel? 

How many trips did astronauts make to the moon? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Would you like to go to the moon? Why or why not? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Space Heroes                    Level:  N                  ISBN:  978-078949896-0                 Publisher: DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                           Day 3                   

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Pp. 32-47. 

 

Let’s review from last time… 

Today we will finish the text. We will learn about the kind of training astronauts go through to be ready for 

space travel. We will also be reading about the changes in the shuttle crews and the launching of space stations. 

As you read, find out about a tragedy in the space program. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V):  satellite (39) 

 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): Notice and read boxes and captions that provide additional 

information about the subject. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What kind of training do astronauts need to do their jobs? 

What changes were made in the space and shuttle programs beginning in 1983? 

Explain some of the special things astronauts need to do to work in space. 

When were space stations put into use? What is one use for a space station? 

What was one of the tragedies in the space program? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

What do you still wonder about? Is there something you would like to learn about the space program or living in 

space? 

 


