
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Should There Be Zoos?               Level: N                ISBN:  978-157255817-5                Publisher: Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                        Day 1     

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Pp. 5-16 

This book is a persuasive text. Students about your age have written essays, expressing their opinions for or 

against zoos. We will read their arguments, and discuss their ideas. You will have to make your own decision. 

Each day we will read one argument for zoos, and one against. We will discuss the reasons in each article. 

You may write down ideas that you find in the articles in your journal. Have a page headed “For Zoos” and one 

page headed “Against Zoos”. You can write down details to support each argument to help you remember as we 

discuss after reading. As you read, make sure you make use of the Glossary for definitions of unfamiliar words. 

 

Read the Introduction with students. The suggestion is to rate the arguments with a point system. 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): extinction, habitats (6); species (7) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers remember details throughout the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Extinction and Endangered Animals – What were the examples that Ronny used to explain extinction of 

species? Did you think his argument in favor of zoos made sense? 

 

Zoochosis – What is zoochosis? What were some of the examples in the article? Do you think that is a reason 

not to have zoos? Can you think of other ways animals in captivity could be helped? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Students will be writing down details in their journals on either the “For” or “Against” page. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Should There Be Zoos?               Level: N                ISBN:  978-157255817-5                Publisher: Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                           Day 2  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Pp. 13-18 

(See Day 1 introduction to this persuasive text, and how study and discussion will proceed.) 

Today we will read two more articles, one for and one against zoos. As we did last time, write down details 

on the appropriate pages to help you remember important information during our discussion. If you have any 

questions, you may write those down also. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): captive breeding (13); reintroduction (15) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 

Readers summarize what they have read to help them comprehend the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Captive Breeding and Reintroduction – Regardless of the animal described, what was the main idea of this 

article? What do you think of the idea of using zoos to breed more animals to set free in the wild? Did the 

authors explain the process?  

 

Entertainment – What was the main idea of Christian’s article? Do you agree with his ideas of how the animals 

are treated? Did he have sources to back up what he claimed? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Did you have any questions that you would like to ask either author about their arguments? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Should There Be Zoos?               Level: N                ISBN:  978-157255817-5                Publisher: Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                     Day 3        

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Pp. 19-22. 

(If need be, review introduction of this persuasive text on Day 1.) 

Review from the last time… 

Today we will read two more articles about zoos – one for and one against having zoos. As you read, think 

if the arguments the authors use make sense to you, or raise more questions in your mind. Write down ideas on 

the journal pages we started at the beginning of this book. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): diabetic (19), herpes virus (20), national symbol (21) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers summarize what they have read to help them see understand the main idea of the text. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Death and Disease – What were the reasons these authors think animal should not be in zoos? Do you agree 

with their thinking? Why or why not? Do you think the problems could be fixed? 

 

Research and Education – How can scientists use zoos for research? Do you think this is a good use of zoos? 

How are zoos used to educate? Have you experienced this in your own life? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Did you have any other questions that you would like to ask the authors of these two articles? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Should There Be Zoos?               Level: N                ISBN:  978-157255817-5                Publisher: Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                      Day 4       

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Pp. 23-30. 

Let’s review from last time… 

We will be finishing the book today about zoos by reading the last two articles – one for and one against 

having zoos. Write down any ideas that you think are important in each article. At the end, you will read all the 

ideas for zoos, and all the ideas against zoos. We will discuss which view seems to have the better arguments. 

We will also read a part about how the authors researched their subject to be able to write their arguments. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): abusive (23), symbiotic (24) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 

Readers synthesize information to help them comprehend the entire text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Natural Habitats – Why are natural habitats important for animals? Give several examples. What is Bishoy’s 

answer for animals instead of putting them in zoos? Do think his ideas would work? 

 

Protection and Care – What good does the author think zoos do for animals? Give examples. Do you agree with 

the author? 

 

Would you like to work on a research project the way these authors did? Explain. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Which view convinced you? Which view had the better arguments?  

 


