
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Shark Attack!                  Level:  N                       ISBN:  978-0-7566-5607-2                              Publisher:  Wilbooks 

 

      Day 1 Chapters p. 4-17 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This book is about shark attacks, when they attack, and why. In this first part, you will read about a few 

people who have been attacked by sharks, and you will learn a few facts about sharks.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p. 5 morwong 

     

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

On p. 16-17, read about the map, and help them find where fatal shark attacks occur.  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions as they read. As your read today, ask question and wonder about what is 

happening.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above). 

 

 

What questions did you have as you read?  

How did the author begin the story? Why do you think he began like that? Why do you think it so hard 

to get away if a shark bites a person?  

How did the shark attack affect what Rodney did later in life? Why?  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write about some facts you learned about sharks.  

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Shark Attack!                  Level:  N                       ISBN:  978-0-7566-5607-2                              Publisher:  Wilbooks 

 

      Day 2 Chapters p. 18-31 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review what was read on p. 4-17. 

In this section, you will read about some of the reasons experts think sharks attack.  

You will also read about ways to be safe when swimming in the ocean, and ways people have tried to keep 

others safe from shark bites.  

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p. 19 mistaken identity 

     p. 27 repel 

     

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

As you read, infer why people are so curious about sharks. Why are they willing to dive and observe 

sharks?  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above). 

 

 

Why do sharks attack?  

How can you be safe swimming in the ocean?  

How can victims of shipwrecks be safer?  

Tell about the suit the Taylors developed. What gave them the idea? How did they test it? Why do you 

think she was willing to take the risk?  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write about why you think people are willing to take risks to dive in the ocean and study sharks. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Shark Attack!                  Level:  N                       ISBN:  978-0-7566-5607-2                              Publisher:  Wilbooks 

 

      Day 3 Chapters p. 32-47 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review what was read in the book so far.  

In this section, you will learn about the sizes of various kinds of sharks. You will learn about the history 

of sharks and their special senses. You will read about their babies and what they eat. And you will find 

out what scientists are learning from them.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p. 35 ampullae of Lorezini 

     p. 44 squaline, chemical 

     

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

As you read about the sizes of the sharks, make connections with weights and lengths you know. 

Compare it to your weight and height.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above). 

 

 

Why are there fewer sharks now?  

How can sharks help us? What are scientists studying about sharks?  

Why do you think the author wrote this book?  

What other questions do you have about sharks that this book did not answer?  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What was the most interesting thing you learned about sharks? 

 


