
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Ruby’s Wish                        Level N          ISBN: 978-043969990-7                        Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover, read the title. What do students think Ruby’s wish might be?  Write a prediction. 

 

Ruby is unlike other little girls in old China.  Instead of aspiring to get married, Ruby is determined to go to 

university when she grows up just like the boys in the family.  Based on the inspirational story of the author’s 

grandmother, with richly detailed illustrations, Ruby’s Wish is an engaging portrait of a young girl who strives 

for more and a family who rewards her hard work and courage. 

 

 *New or important words (V)   p. 19 calligraphy, p. 11 embroidery, p.14 summoned 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, problem, and solution ) 

Good readers infer the theme of the of the story (author’s message) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Discuss the student’s predictions, were they correct. 

Discuss the plot of the story…setting, characters, problem and solution. 

Tell about Ruby’s life…how is it different from yours?  How is it alike? 

What do you think the author is trying to teach the reader? 

Do the illustrations add interest and understanding to the story?  Explain. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Do you think boys and girls have the same opportunities…given they work hard to achieve their goals?  

Explain. 

 


