
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Pompeii…Buried Alive!         Level N         ISBN:  978-039488866-8              Publisher:  Random House 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        Read 1 chapter a day. 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ask students what they know about the city of Pompeii.  What do they wonder after looking at the title and 

looking at the cover? 

Ch. 1 Sleeping Giant. This chapter tells about the many things going on in the town of Pompeii , on a 

seemingly ordinary day.  It describes the different kinds of people, jobs, and activities of the time period.  Italy, 

79 A.D. 

 

Ch. 2. The Giant Wakes Up. The chapter describes the terrible afternoon when the volcano erupts. First 

dust, followed by hot pebbles, hot ashes, then poisonous gas…soon covered the entire town.  Read to find out 

how people tried to escape and save themselves. 

 

Ch. 3  Buried Alive.  After the ashes became hard, people came back to look for their houses, belongings, 

friends.  Read to find out what they found.  Hundreds of years passed before people began to discover the 

buried town of Pompeii. Read to find out how and what they found.  What are scientists learning today about 

volcanos? 

 

 *New or important words (V)  

Ch. 1-p. 4 Vesuvius, Pompeii, p. 6 volcano.    

Ch. 2-p. 18 tremble, p. 19 enormous,  p. 32 pling  

Ch. 3-p. 43 mosaics, p. 44 plaster, p. 46 Italy 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers remember details throughout the story. 

Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, problem, solution) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Discuss each chapter after reading.  Tell the main idea and supporting details.  What were the problems and 

solution, if any. What did students find interesting in each chapter?  Check to see that students are making 

predictions and/or inferences while reading.  How do the text features help students better understand the story. 

Explain, and be specific. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

Do you think the volcano will ever erupt again? Would you like to visit Pompeii? 

Would you live live on top of the buried city of Pompeii?  Why of why not? 


