
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Platypus                Level:  N                              ISBN:  978-157255195-4                       Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)  Today we are going to make a KWL chart about a very unusual animal called the 

platypus. In your writing journal write down a fact or two about what you already Know about them and then at 

least one thing you Want to know. We’ll finish up today by writing down something we Learned from the 

book. If there is time some of you can share what you know about a platypus. After you have completed the K 

and W of your chart we will do a picture walk to become familiar with the text features that are in this book. 

 

*Discuss pictures (M) This is a nonfiction book even though some of the illustrations are paintings. 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  see above 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  unique (p.8), webbing (p.9), secreted (p.10), pores (p.10), incubating 

(p.17) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers will become familiar with how to use text features in this nonfiction book to aid in understanding facts 

about the platypus.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

Where does a platypus live? How does the map help you? (p.12) 

Describe a platypus burrow. (p.13) 

Can a platypus bill feel things or is it like our fingernails that don’t hurt when they are clipped? (p.14) 

Why does the female platypus make a “plug” by her nest? (p. 17) 

Where does a platypus store fat? (p.17) 

What is the biggest threat/danger to the platypus today? (p.20) 

 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Give an example of how labels on the illustrations helped you understand facts about the platypus. 

Was the diagram about summer and winter food on page 15 difficult to understand or was it helpful? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): KWL chart 


