
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  My Horse of the North            Level:   N              ISBN:  0-15-314319-3                    Publisher:  Harcourt 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M):  (Show where Iceland is on a globe.) On this beautiful island country there are four 

times as many sheep as there are people. Over a thousand years ago Vikings brought horses to Iceland that are 

still stronger and need less food than most other kinds of horses in the world. There are also many more horses 

than people in Iceland. We will get to meet a young girl and two of her friends who practice training their 

horses to round up sheep from the hillsides on a special day in September so that the sheep can be safe in barns 

for the cold winter months.      

*Discuss pictures (M): Do you see cities or neighborhoods in any of the pictures? 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  The Icelandic language uses letters from our alphabet but 

their letters make different sounds. The pronunciations of names are in parentheses and the emphasized syllable 

is in all capital letters.  

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M): Have you been to a farm that has sheep or geese or have you seen a 

movie about one? 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V):  rettir (sheep round up day on page 5)   ancestors (p.7)     reins (p.14) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers remember details throughout the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

What do the sheep in Iceland do all summer long? 

Why didn’t Margret and her friends practice herding sheep first instead of practicing on cows and geese? 

What does Margret’s mother use to make sweaters for her? 

What is a “skilled rider” (page 19)? 

What if Margret and her friends had not practiced enough before rettir? 

 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

How did trying to remember what happened at the beginning and middle of the story help you understand why 

Margret was so happy at the end of the story? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a goal and how important practicing will be to reach that goal. Or, write about someone you know 

who practiced long and hard to become really good at something. 


