
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Louis Braille               Level:  N               ISBN:  978-059044350-0                           Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M) Louis Braille lived in France. He was a young boy 200 years ago and tragically 

became blind. He was eager to learn as much as he could in spite of his handicap. Most of all he wanted to be 

able to read, but there were no books for the blind at that time so he made it his life’s goal/dream to find a way 

to solve that problem no matter what obstacles got in his way.  

*Discuss pictures (M) Pen and ink drawings are included because there were no photographs of Louis. 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  Don’t get hung up on trying to pronounce all the French 

names! 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Do you know anyone who is blind? Can that person read? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  stoop (p.5), beggars (p.11), spoil (p.12), arithmetic (p.21), franc (p.54), 

ambitious (p.68) 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Throughout the text readers think about Louis’s strength and determination that kept him from giving up when 

there were so many setbacks. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

What happened the day Louis was so bored and used a tool called an awl? (pp. 8, 9) 

Why did Louis sing? (p.13) 

What didn’t Louis like about Paris? (p.28) 

How was “nightwriting” an improvement over the raised 3 inch letters? (pp. 34-36) 

But, why wasn’t nightwriting the answer? (p.37) 

Why didn’t Louis give up on finding a way for the blind to read books? (bottom of page 35) 

What happened at the Institute that was even worse than tuberculosis? (p.65) 

What made Dr. Dufau change his mind about Louis’s alphabet? (p.68) 

Did Louis Braille become famous before he died? (p.77) 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)  

What was most important to Louis Braille? How do you know this? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Would you have learned to read and write Braille in secret like the boys in the 

Institute did on pages 66 and 67? Why or why not? 


