
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  George Washington:  Soldier, Hero, President        Level N       ISBN:  978-078947377-6     Publisher:  DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        Read 1-2 chapters a day. 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Look at the cover and read the title.  Make a list of what the children already know about Washington. 

 

Ch. 1 Student and Surveyor. Read to learn about G.W. early life.  He was good at math, father died, learned 

surveying, took over family farm. 

 

Ch. 2. Soldier - Discuss G.W. Role in the French and Indian War. 

 

Ch. 3. Farmer, Friend, Statesman. Life after the military.  America vs. England. G.W. Commander and chief 

 

 *New or important words (V). Ch. 1 p. 4 surveyor,  p.5 colony, plantation 

                                                              Ch. 2 p. 14 trekked, p. 16 French and Indian War  

                                                              Ch. 3 p. 18 militia,  p. 19 legislature,   p. 21  protested 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers remember details throughout the text. 

Good readers use illustrations to help them understand the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After each chapter: 

 

Tell the main idea and supporting details. 

 

What was the most interesting part of the chapter?   

What did you learn?   

Talk about the plot, setting, problems, solutions in each chapter.   

What was the author’s message in each chapter?   

How did the text features and illustrations add to interest and understanding? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

After reading, before discussion, have student write the main idea with supporting details.  After group 

discussion, have students revise their thoughts. 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  George Washington: Soldier, Hero, President     Level N          ISBN:978-078947377-6         Publisher: DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        Read 1-2 chapters a day.                                                           Page 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ch. 4. In this chapter read about the poor army situation, the flag, Declaration of Independence, The American 

Revolution.  Read and discuss G.W. defeats and retreats, and surprise attacks. 

Ch. 5. In this chapter read about the Revolutionary War and Valley Forge.  France joins the American against 

the British.   In 1783 the war is over. America won their independence.  America establishes a new 

constitution…America has a real government. 

Ch. 6. G.W. Elected first president of the United States.  Had to work within two parties.  Discuss how this 

works…or does not…even today.  Established Bill of Rights to make sure the government does not take away 

the rights of the people.  G.W. “ Great Rule” avoid war.  (65 years later the Civil War took place) 

G.W.  December 14, 1799 – died. 

 

 *New or important words (V).  

Ch. 4-p.23 minutemen, p.25 congress, Declaration of Independence, p.26 Hessians 

Ch. 5-p. 39 Constitution, delegates 

Ch. 6-p.40 unanimously, p.44 term 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers remember details throughout the text. 

Good readers use illustrations to help them understand the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After each chapter: 

 

Tell the main idea and supporting details. 

 

What was the most interesting part of the chapter?   

What did you learn?   

Talk about the plot, setting, problems, solutions in each chapter.   

What was the author’s message in each chapter?   

How did the text features and illustrations add to interest and understanding? 

Also point out and practice using glossary and index at the back of the book. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

After reading, before discussion, have student write the main idea with supporting details.  After group 

discussion, have students revise their thoughts. 


