
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Blackberries in the Dark             Level:  N            ISBN:  978-067986570-4      Publisher:  Random House 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)    Read over 3 days, 2 chapters each day. 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Austin is a nine year old boy visiting his grandmother on her farm. He has visited other years but this year 

everything is different. Read to find out what happens to Austin and what he learns about himself and his 

grandmother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): carousel (12), galoshes (18), petticoat (24) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers remember details throughout the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 1 – Who met Austin at the airport? Do you think Austin is shy? 

                     Why do you think Austin did not want to fly fish with Wayne? 

Chapter 2 – Why do you think Grandma showed the doll to Austin? 

                     What did Austin hope to see when he looked in the closet? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Were you ever asked to do something you have never done before, but not instructed on how to do it? How did 

you feel? 

OR 

Do you have any items in your family that have been passed down from one generation to the next? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Blackberries in the Dark             Level:  N            ISBN:  978-067986570-4      Publisher:  Random House   

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                              Day 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from last time… 

Today we’ll follow Austin as he explores the ranch to see what else is different now that his grandfather is 

gone. What can you find out about Austin’s grandfather as Austin explores the barn? 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): creel (31) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 3 – Show the page where you found out how the book got its title. 

                     Would you have been afraid of the bull in the field? 

Chapter 4 – When Grandma spilled the eggs, did it remind you of anything? 

                    Were you surprised at anything Austin’s grandma did? 

 

Were there any words you did not understand in these chapters? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Do you have any fishing experience? Did you relate to anything that Austin experienced? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Blackberries in the Dark             Level:  N            ISBN:  978-067986570-4      Publisher:  Random House   

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                            Day 3 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Warning: There is an offensive expression in chapter 5. 

Let’s review from the last time… 

 

Today we will finish the story about Austin and his grandmother.  

As you read, think about some words you would use to describe Grandmother. Also, think about how Austin 

has changed throughout the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): seamstress (46), crochet, modified (48) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers infer the theme (author’s message) of the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

What kind of a person is Austin’s grandmother? 

How do you think Austin changed throughout the story? What did he learn about himself? 

Do you think Austin will find it easier to think about Grandpa now? 

How do you think Austin felt about the gifts(s) Grandma gave him? 

What new traditions are Austin and Grandma starting? 

What do you think the author was trying to teach us through this story? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What traditions does your family have? 

 


