
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Animal Encounters          Level:  N                  ISBN: 978-051625455-5                    Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min)         Four Chapters…3-4 days                                                                                           

*Summarize plot (M)                                                       *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Ask students what they know or wonder about the book. 

Each chapter describes an animal and its encounters with people.   

Ch. 1 Dolphin -A rescued dolphin has seizures.  He needs to find a new home.  Read about “Cupid’s” 

journey to start new life and a new home. 

Ch. 2 Border Collie – read about a border collie that has been trained to heard geese.  The Canada Geese 

population has become quite a problem.  Read to find out how this talented dog has been trained to solve the 

problem. 

Ch. 3 Mountain Lion – They are coming closer and closer to people.  Read to learn more about this problem 

and some possible solutions. 

Ch. 4 Camp Elephant – Read about the history of the working elephant.  People who work with the 

elephants thought they needed a break.  Off they went to elephant camp. 

 

 *New or important words (V). All bold words are found in glossary. 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) point out elements of nonfiction…maps, titles, photographs, 

diagrams, glossary, index 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

Good readers use text features to help understand nonfiction. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

After each chapter: Discuss each animal and its problem and solutions.  Talk about how the elements of 

nonfiction added interest and understanding to the story. 

Recall the main idea and supporting details. 

Ask students if they have any connections to the stories and/ or animals. 

What is the message the author is trying to teach in each chapter. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

Have students write about which chapter they found most interesting.  They must have specific reasons.  

Include any connections. 

Students may want to read more books about a certain animal that also has some problems. 


