
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: An Extraordinary Egg              Level:  N               ISBN: 978-059055237-0             Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M) 

This is a delightful story about three frogs who live on Pebble Island. One of them, Jessica, is curious and 

one day finds an unusual, or extraordinary, stone which she shows to the other two frogs. Marilyn shows no 

enthusiasm for this stone because she’s quite content to live an ordinary life; especially since she thinks she 

knows everything already. Marilyn convinces Jessica that she knows what the stone really is. Let’s read to learn 

a good lesson from these frogs through the humor of this book. 

      

*Discuss pictures (M) The illustrations were done with oil pastels. Have you used oil pastels in Art class? 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  The author uses some imagery, e.g., “round like the full 

moon on a midsummer night.” The author also includes words that have several prefixes and suffixes. Show the 

students how to “dissect” a word such as tri-umph-ant-ly.  

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Are you gullible – believing whatever anyone tells you? Did such 

an experience hurt you or embarrass you? Would you believe someone if they told you pit bulls are really gentle 

dogs? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  inlet,   raspy,    monument 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers remember details throughout the story so that the end of the story makes sense. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

   

What was the funniest part of this story? 

Who was a hero in this book? 

Why do you think the “chicken” recognized his mother? 

How could the mother alligator have lost one of her eggs? 

What can we learn about believing everything someone we know tells us? 

 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

On the last page Marilyn said, “Alligator! What a funny thing to say!”  Find a statement she had made earlier 

that would explain why she thought it was a funny thing to say. 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Think of something you are excited/enthused about and write about it to someone who would appreciate it. 

(Discourage writing about video games; perhaps it could be about finding something cool on a walk.) 


