
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: Yellowstone National Park: A New True Book     Level: M        ISBN: 978-051623887-6         Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).                                                                                                    

*Summarize plot (M)                                                        *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Ask the students to share what they know about Yellowstone 

National Park.  What do they want to know? 

Through this informational text, readers will learn about Yellowstone National Park—its history, 

geographical features, and wildlife. 

A national park is an area of land set aside by the government to be preserved.  Yellowstone is one of the 

world’s most famous national parks.  It receives over 3 million visitors each year and is home to the famous 

geyser Old Faithful. 

Though this book is long and contains a lot of information, its features will help as students read.  The book 

is organized into chapters, which provide natural stopping points. The Table of Contents and Index will help 

students find specific information that interests them.  The Words to Know list provides definitions of key 

vocabulary. 

 

 *New or important words (V). Use the Words to Know section for unknown words throughout book. 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers think about (infer) what the lesson is the author is trying to teach you. 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What do you think the author is trying to teach you?  How do the text features add to interest and understanding 

of the text? Identify the main ideas and supporting details of each section. 

Ask students several nonfiction feature specific questions…must use the index, table of contents, or words to 

know in order to answer. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional) 

What would you like to see and/or do if you visited Yellowstone?  Which photos impressed you the most? 

Explain why.  List some of the natural wonders in the park.  Write a paragraph describing them.  

Make a timeline of the events leading up to Yellowstone’s status as a national park. 

                                                                                                


