
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Willie’s Not the Hugging Kind        Level:  M            ISBN: 0-15-314349-5              Publisher: Harcourt 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)   Willie comes from a good family and he gets affectionate hugs from them. Do you 

like to give and get hugs with those in your family? When Willie is made fun of for hugging his dad Willie is 

afraid he’s too old for hugs and that hugs aren’t cool. Let’s read how wanting to be cool for his friend Jo-Jo 

works out for Willie. 

     

*Discuss pictures (M)  Notice how the black and white drawings have something to add to what is 

happening in the large color pictures. 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   Does anyone know what it means to be “mugged”? 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)   What is it like to be cool at school?  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  commotion,  bristling,   khaki 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about how the character Willie changes several times in this story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Why did Willie’s family stop hugging him? 

Why wasn’t hugging a towel good enough for Willie? 

What did Mama say that made a huge difference for Willie? 

Summarize how Willie changed from the beginning to the middle to the end of the story. 

 

  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Write what you think might have been going on with Jo-Jo so that he made fun 

of Willie. 


