
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Willie Wins        Level M                ISBN: 978-160060237-5           Publisher:  Lee and Low Books 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the cover and read the title.  Ask students what they think the story might be about?  Father and 

son? Baseball cards?  Willie gets tired of hearing his father’s stories about growing up in the Philippines.  Willie 

is also embarrassed by the “odd” bank his father gives him for a school project on saving money.  His father 

assures him there is something very special tucked inside.  This does not help Willie’s thoughts and feelings. 

Read to find out what happens when the bank is finally opened.  What could the treasure be?  Will Willie feel it 

is valuable? 

 

 *New or important words (V)   p. 6 alkansya, p. 14 confident, p. 17 taunted 

   

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers think about how the characters change throughout the story. 

Good readers predict what might happen next/ during the story. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Describe what happened between Willie and Stan, and between Willie and his Dad. 

Did students make predictions as they read?  Were they correct? 

How did Willie change from the beginning of the story to the end of the story?  How does Stan change? 

What did you think about how Willie treated his father? 

What is the lesson you might take away from this story? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

Willie is bullied at the beginning of the story by Stan.  Have you ever felt you were being bullied?  How 

did you handle it?  Can students give each other some advice about bullies? 


