
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Whiz Kids: Tell Me Out Much It Weighs       Level: M      ISBN: 978-053115977-4         Publisher:  Watts                   

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min)                                                                                                    

*Summarize plot (M)                                                        *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Talk to students what they know about weight. 

This book, written in question and answer format, explains the concept of weight.  Students will learn about 

the tools used to measure length, volume, weight, area, or time. 

Students will have many practical everyday experiences with weight and weighing things to draw upon as 

they read this book. Have students share examples from their daily lives, such as weighing packages to mail, 

lifting objects to carry them, weighing laundry, and weighing produce at a grocery store.  To extend the 

connection, ask students to discuss why knowing how much someone or something weighs is important. 

 

 *New or important words (V) p. 18 ounces, pounds; p. 22  weigh, weight 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Elements of nonfiction…. Table of contents, illustrations, diagrams, 

experiments, glossary, and index. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

Good readers think about (infer) what the lesson is the author is trying to teach you. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

How did the text features help with student interest and understanding? 

What do you think the author wants you to learn from this text? 

Use the illustrations, diagrams, and experiments in the book to further the discussion of how weight is different 

from size.  Point out how understanding this can be important safety information. For example, a person getting 

ready to lift boxes would need to know that a big, empty box is likely to weigh less than a small, full box. 

       Have students describe in their own words why weight can be important to safety. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 Invite students to perform one of the simple experiments.  Have them write about how to conduct the 

experiment. 

Have students create posters about the lightest and heaviest animals.  Draw and label their posters. 

 


