
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 Title:  What Do You Do With A Kangaroo?      Level:  M    ISBN:  978-059044850-5       Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min)                                                                                                   

*Summarize plot (M)                                                        *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Ask students to predict what they think will be happening in this 

story.  

Notice the little girl’s facial expression as well as that of the kangaroo.  Point out the jester Jack-in-the-box 

and ask what significance it may have in the story. 

If a bossy kangaroo jumped through your window and started telling you what to do and refused to go 

away….and had all kinds of other animals joining him….what would you do? 

Would you tell that kangaroo a thing or two? 

Read to find out what one little girl did in this situation. 

 

 *New or important words (V) p. 5 opossum, p. 10 frayed, p. 17 sassafras, p. 21 Taj Mahal 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

Good readers think about (infer) the problem and solution 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Ask students to talk about their predictions.  What was the problem throughout the story, and how was it 

solved?  

How did the little girl change from the beginning of the story to the end?   

Talk about the great illustrations, details on each page and how it added interest and understanding. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

 

Choose one animal from the story and write about another adventure it has…maybe at your house. 

 

 

 

 


