
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  What If You’d Met … Beethoven?           Level:  M     ISBN: 9780439-697132         Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).                                                                                           

*Summarize plot (M.).                                                      *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  What do you know or wonder about Beethoven? 

Ludwig van Beethoven wrote music over 200 years ago. People still play his music today.  Did you know 

Beethoven was deaf?  He could not hear his own music.  How did he do it?  What if you could ask him 

yourself? 

This question and answer book has readers imagine interviewing Ludwig van Beethoven.  You will learn 

how artistic creations serve as expressions of culture and influence people’s behavior. 

Encourage students to share any experiences they have with music.  Focus the real world conversation on 

classical music and on Beethoven in particular.  Point out that Beethoven was a composer of classical music. 

You may wish to play a piece of music by Beethoven. 

 

 *New or important words (V):  p. 2 orchestra, composer; p. 9 symphony 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V): The book is written in an interview format; explain to students. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

 

Good readers make connections - text to world, text to self, text to text. 

Good readers think about (infer) what the author is trying to teach. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Summarize the book…retell in your own words. 

What connection did you make to music? 

What do you think the author is trying to teach? 

What do you think was most interesting about Beethoven?  Would you like to read more about him, or other 

classical composers, or even modern day musicians? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

 

Write descriptions of your favorite types of music, including thoughts and feelings about the music.  What do 

you like about the sounds?  Is the music fast or slow? Try to use the words you learned from reading the book. 

Find out more about instruments that make up a symphony orchestra and write brief descriptions of the different 

kinds of instruments. 


