
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Weird, Wild and Wonderful Mammals     Level: M  ISBN: 978-1-4007-7219-3  Publisher: Newbridge 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

We’re going to be reading an interesting text about mammals.  What are mammals?  What kinds of information 

or characteristics of mammals do you already know?  What are some mammals that you are familiar with?  

(May choose to fill out a group K-W-L chart or have students fill out individual K-W-L charts.)  We’re not 

going to be reading about your ordinary mammals, like humans.  Nope, we’re going to be reading about weird 

ones, unusual ones, ones you may never even have heard of before.  Let’s take a look at the table of contents 

and see what types of weird mammals we’re going to be reading about. 

 

(This text has lots of vocabulary that may be difficult for students.  Feel free to divide the text into smaller 

chunks so students can better understand.  I would suggest have students read only 2-4 pages at a time before 

stopping to discuss.) 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p4 whiskers, bristles, suckle, vertebrates, p5 monotremes, marsupials, 

placentals, echidnas, p6 predators, p7 vibrations snout, tongue, puggle, p8 oozes, burrows, poisonous, spur,    

p10 New Guinea, macropod, p11 herbivores, p12 nocturnal, p14 Arctic Ocean, endangered, p15 eucalyptus,  

p 16 habitat, p17 savanna, acacia, fierce, p18 nectar, native, p19 roost, colony, p20 marine, pinnipeds 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What makes a mammal a mammal?  In other words, what are the characteristics of mammals?  Why do you 

think mammals need to have warm blood? (allows them to survive in cold weather)  How many groups of 

mammals do we have?  Which group is the largest or has the most members? (placentals) 

 

-How do echidnas protect themselves from predators?  Echidnas have not teeth, so how do they eat?  How are 

their bodies specifically made to help them find food?  Can you think of another animals that might be similar 

to an echidna? (porcupine)  
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-What makes the platypus the weirdest mammal? (parts of or similar to several different animals…bill like a 

duck, flat tail like a beaver, body like a seal)  How are the platypus and the echidna the same?  What do they 

have in common?  Why do you think only the male platypus have the spike or spur on their hind legs? 

 

-Why does the kangaroo have such a big tail? What are some unusual characteristics that are unique to the 

kangaroo?  (babies grow in pouch, hop on hind legs)  Did kangaroos have any characteristics that are similar to 

other animals you know about? (dogs pant) 

 

-What do kangaroos and wombats have in common?  How is it possible for wombats to survive bushfires?  

How are a wombat and prairie dog alike? (size, shape, color, dig in soil, eat plants)  How are they different? 

(live in different parts of the world) 

 

-What kind of bear might live near us?  Have you ever seen a wild bear?  What was it doing?  Which animal 

that we read about here is not really a bear?  What is a koala really? 

 

-Why is the water hole on the savanna a popular place? (heat of the day, source of water) Why is it more 

popular during the day? (dangerous at night, can’t see predators)  Why is life challenging in the desert?  Could 

all animals live in these dry conditions?  Why not? 

 

-Do you think fly fox is a good name for the fruit bat?  Why or why not? How is this mammal able to hang and 

why do they hang upside down? 

 

-What does pinniped mean? Why?  Why are elephant seals called elephant seals?  How is this seal like an 

elephant?  How are elephant seals different from other animals we’ve read about in this book? (live in the water, 

have flippers)  Why can’t elephant seals spend all their time in the water? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about something new you learned about these weird mammals. 

 

Classify the animals you read about each day. 

Familiar New  Never even heard of 

Kangaroo wombat  echidna 

Fox     bilbies 


