
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: Titanic The Disaster that Shocked the World       Level M         ISBN: 978-078943441-8        Publisher: DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        Recommended: Ch. 1-2 day one.  Ch. 3, 4, 5 one day each…finish with Ch. 6 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

What do you already know about the Titanic? What do you wonder, or want to know? 

 

Ch. 1  This chapter tells about the Titanic’s structure, the different classes of people who were on the 

Titanic, and the cost. 

 

Ch. 2  This chapter tells about the people boarding the ship, including children and pets.  Well-wishers said 

their good-byes and good luck. 

 

Ch. 3  Minute-by-minute account of the Titanic hitting the iceberg and the tragic events that followed. 

 

 *New or important words (V)   Ch. 1-p. 4 luxurious, p. 8 navigate, p. 9 emigrants 

                                                               Ch. 2 p. 10 handkerchiefs 

                                                               Ch. 3 p. 12 Morse Code, p.15 crow’s nest, p. 16 boiler room, stern, 

                                                                         p. 21 Davits 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

Good readers use text features to help them understand the nonfiction text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

After reading each chapter, discuss the students’ predictions. 

Did the illustrations, pictures, charts, help with understand of the text?  

Discuss the problems and solutions throughout the chapter.  

Discuss the “characters” or different people in each chapter. 

Review the main idea after each chapter and point out the supporting ideas. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

Would you like to read other accounts of the Titanic?  Why or why not? 
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Ch. 4  After several hours at sea in the life boats, the survivors are rescued by the Carpathia.  Of the 2,206 

passengers, only 705 survived.  This chapter tells about some of these people and their stories. 

 

Ch. 5  More than 70 years pass before scientists have the technology to locate the sunken Titanic.  Read 

about the advances in technology and how they enabled the discovery of the many objects that remained in or 

near the sunken ship.  Also, read about how scientists discovered evidence of exactly how the Titanic sank.  

 

Ch. 6  What questions arose after the sinking of the Titanic.  Read about the lessons people learned after 

such a disaster. 

 

 *New or important words (V).  Ch. 4- p. 32  Carpathia,  p. 34 anxiously, p. 36 gangplank 

                                                               Ch. 5- p. 40 technology, p. 42 submersible, exhibition 

                                                               Ch. 6- p. 46 fatal, p. 46 regulations, Airborne Ice Patrol 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

Good readers use text features to help them understand the nonfiction text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

After reading each chapter, discuss the students’ predictions. 

Did the illustrations, pictures, charts, help with understand of the text?  

Discuss the problems and solutions throughout the chapter.  

Discuss the “characters” or different people in each chapter. 

Review the main idea after each chapter and point out the supporting ideas. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Would you like to read other accounts of the Titanic?  Why or why not? 

 

 


