
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
               

Title: Thomas Edison                  Level   M              ISBN: 978-155453058-8                Publisher: Kids Can Press 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the cover, read the title. Ask students what they notice.   

What do you already know about and wonder about Thomas Edison?    

Thomas Edison was born in 1847.   

He became one of the greatest inventors of all time. 

      Did you know he invented more than 1000 inventions?  Can you name anything Thomas Edison invented?  

Edison was curious, even as a youngster.  Sometimes he caused a bit of trouble with his experiments.  Even 

when his experiments were not successful, Edison never gave up.   

Read to find out more about this man’s extraordinary life. 

 

 *New or important words (V)   p. 14 telegraph, Morse Code, p. 21 phonograph 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers think about (infer) what lesson the author may be trying to teach. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Talk about Edison’s childhood years.  What kind of trouble did he get into?  Retell some of his adventures. 

Name the inventions the book talked about.  How did they change people’s lives?  Do we still use them today? 

What do you think has been the most important invention talked about in the book? 

How would you describe Edison’s character? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

What do you think made Edison such a successful inventor? 

Are there still things that will be invented? 

What causes people to invent new things? 

 


