
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Ugly Duckling               Level:  M                   ISBN:  978-059043794-3            Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                              Day 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

How many of you have read this story before? This is a fairy tale, and it has been retold many times by many 

different authors. Look on the front cover to see who originally wrote the story and who retold this version and 

did the illustrations. 

What was the problem in this story? What was the solution? As we read this story, be thinking about how this 

version is the same or different from others you have heard or read. 

Read pp. 1-23. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Egyptian, moat (3); Spanish (12) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 

Readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Who were the characters we meet in this first part of the story? 

How do they treat the duckling? What are the reasons for their behavior toward him? 

How was this part of the story like the ones you have heard or read in the past? How was it different? 

What do you predict will happen in the last part of the book? Do you think the story will end the same way as 

other versions you know?  

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Do people ever treat other people the way the animals treated the ugly duckling? Give an example. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Ugly Duckling               Level:  M                   ISBN:  978-059043794-3            Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                          Day 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s summarize what we read yesterday… 

Why is this version so much longer than other versions of this story we know? Yes, there are more 

characters and more detail. The author wrote with more detail to help us to visualize the setting, characters, and 

action in the story. 

Today we will finish the story and see if it ends the way we expect. As you read, be thinking about a lesson 

the author may be trying to teach us in this fairy tale. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): raven (35); lilac (42) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about (infer) what lesson the author may be trying to teach them. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What characters appear in this part of the story? 

Why did the ugly duckling react the way he did when he saw the swans on page 36? 

Did the story end the way you predicted it would? Were some of the details different from what you expected? 

What lesson do you think the author was trying to teach through this story? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

On page 46 it says, “A good heart does not become proud.” What does this mean? 

 


