
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Penguin and the Pea         Level  M                 ISBN: 978-043984218-1              Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Discuss the traits of a fairy tale.   

Fairy tales have magical events, unrealistic people or animals.  Characters may also include elves and 

dragons.  Fairy tales frequently start with…Once upon a time, or long long ago.  They might conclude with a 

happy ending. 

Discuss The Princess and the Pea. In The Penguin and the Pea,  a penguin princess proves that she is a real 

penguin by feeling a pea through 20 mattresses. 

 

 *New or important words (V)   p. 5 lamented, p. 10 intrigued, p. 11 despite, p. 12 captivated, imposter, 

                                                              p. 13 chortled 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).  Retelling of traditional fairy tales. 

                                                                         

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

 Good readers infer the problem and solution of the story. 

 Good readers make predictions about what might happen next in the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are  

Silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Retell the story – point out the fairy tale traits. 

Notice the penguin specific words - rain flippers, fin in marriage, flap approval, living flappily ever after. 

Discuss the problem and the solution. 

Why couldn't the princess sleep? 

What caused the princess to stay at the castle a second night? 

What does the queen do to test the princess’ “princess” qualities? 

What does the queen think of the princess after the test? 

Does she fit the image of a “typical princess” ?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

Write a descriptive list of qualities a real princess should have. 

Think of another twist on this story, and write your own version of this fairy tale. 

 

 


