
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Journey of the Butterfly                 Level:  M         ISBN:978-0531154175         Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).                                                                                   

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title. Write three things in your journal about butterflies. 

This vividly illustrated book recounts the life cycle and migration of the beautiful monarch butterfly.  You 

will learn about the life cycle of insects, including birth, development, reproduction and death. 

(Students may have some real life experiences with butterflies.) Describe the butterflies you have seen and 

to talk about what you have observed butterflies doing. 

 

 *New or important words (V):  p. 7 migration; p. 14 semi hibernation; p. 20 milkweed 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) point out elements of nonfiction text- glossary, index, maps, table of 

contents, captions 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

 

Good readers make connections (text-to-text, text-to-self, text-to-world) 

Good readers use text features to help understand nonfiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Discuss the life cycle of the monarch butterfly. 

Discuss the main idea and details. 

How do the illustrations, labeling, and map make the book more interesting and easy to understand? 

What other connections did you make concerning butterflies? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 Outline the steps of the monarch butterfly’s life cycle in a circular diagram.  Explain the steps to a partner.  

Make a poster. 

 

Imagine what migration is like.  Write a short description of what migration is like from starting point to 

destination.  Use descriptive language. 
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