
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Emperor’s Egg              Level  M             ISBN:  978-074458221-5                    Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Nonfiction book about penguins…(realistic fiction). This book tells a story,  using facts along the way. 

What do you know about penguins?  What do they wonder about penguins? 

What do readers notice on the cover? 

What questions do you have? 

 

 *New or important words (V).     Locate Antarctica on the globe.   P. 11 krill, p. 26 trumpeting 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

Read the introduction at the beginning of the book. 

Locate the INDEX at the back of the book.  Explain and practice using the INDEX. 

                                                                         

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers ask questions, determine important points, know the author’s purpose. 

Good readers use the text features to understand the text. 

 

  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Retell, in correct sequence, what happens in the life a penguin. 

What did you learn about penguins? 

What part or parts were the most interesting to you? Why? 

How did the Emperor penguin get this name? 

Do the pictures and side notes add interest and understanding to the story? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Research more information on this penguin or another type of penguin.  Share what you learn with the 

group. 


