
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Brilliant Bugologist    Level:   M     ISBN:   978-1-59-055172-1    Publisher:   Nelson Education 

 

Chapters 1-3 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

- This book is called The Brilliant Bugologist. What do you think bugologist means? It is a made up word to 

describe this man's job. His name is Archibald B. Moon, and he studies bugs. The word entomologist is the 

actual name for a scientist who studies insects.  

- Archibald travels the world with his two assistants, Daisy and Bobby to find rare and interesting insects. In 

this book he and his assistants are on the search for a very rare blue butterfly that lives in a faraway place called 

Mooloomunga.  

- Today you will read about Archibald, Daisy, and Bobby as they start out on their big trip. As you read, I want 

you to think about them as characters and how you would describe them. Read chapters 1-3 to find out what 

they are like.  

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

pg 3 quicksand, disappeared; pg 4 expedition, Mooloomunga pg 8 shimmering, glimmering  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the problem and the solution in the story.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

- Who are the characters in our story? Describe them/what are they like? What evidence from the book tells 

you?  

- Where is Archibald at the beginning of the book? What did he name his new car? What did he name his last 

two cars? Why do you think he used these names?  

- How much food did the group pack for their expedition? What did they say they could do if they ran out of 

food? How did Bobby feel about the idea? How do you know? How would you feel about eating dung beetles 

or drinking dew beetles?  

- On page 6 it says, "Firefly flew off down the road." Did the car really fly? Why do you think the author used 

those words if the car didn't really fly?  

- No one had ever taken a picture of the rare butterfly, so how were they going to know when they found it?  

- They stopped the car when they saw something shimmering and glimmering up ahead. What did they find 

instead of the butterfly? What was useful about these fireflies?  

- What did they see while they were putting up the tent? How did they know it was the rare butterfly they were 

looking for?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What do you think will happen as Archibald, Bobby, and Daisy go out to catch the butterfly?  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Brilliant Bugologist    Level:   M     ISBN:   978-1-59-055172-1    Publisher:   Nelson Education 

 

Chapters 4-5 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

- Judging by what you read yesterday, is this book be fiction or nonfiction? What makes you say that? This 

book is fiction, but it has some real information in it to help you learn some facts about insects and the moon. 

As you read, look for the parts that you think are real facts and not just parts of the made up story.  

- In chapters 4 and 5 we will read about the group as they are studying insects in the jungle. They find some 

interesting things, and at the end of chapter 5 Archibald has an amazing discovery. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

pg 16 annoying; pg 17 gloomy; pg 20 excitement, discovery;  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about what lesson the author may be trying to teach them.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

- As they were out searching for the butterfly, they realized they would have to find a safe place to sleep for the 

night since they made it so far from camp. Where did they go first? Would a cave be a good place to sleep? 

Why/why not? Did Bobby want to sleep there? Why not? Why did Daisy and Archibald decide not to sleep 

there either? 

- In chapter 5 they made it back to their campsite. What did they do when they were there? How were they 

feeling at this point? How do you know?  

- On page 17 Archibald describes trying to find the butterfly like, "...trying to find a needle in a haystack." What 

does that mean?  

- The next morning Bobby saw something amazing. What was it? How did Archibald feel about it? He wanted 

to stay there another 4-5 days, but they couldn't. Why not? They decide to head home and take the caterpillars 

with them. 

- What does Archibald think is the great discovery? Do you think he is right? 

- Which parts of these chapters do you think are real facts? (bats in a cave, blue moon, laying eggs on a leaf, 

eggs hatching into caterpillars) Why do you think the author added these facts to the book? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Which parts of these chapters do you think are real facts? (bats in a cave, blue moon, laying eggs on a leaf, eggs 

hatching into caterpillars) Why do you think the author added these facts to the book? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Brilliant Bugologist    Level:   M     ISBN:   978-1-59-055172-1    Publisher:   Nelson Education 

 

Chapters 6-7 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

- What great discovery did Archibald think he made in the jungle? 

- Today you will read to find out what happens to the caterpillars when they get back to the lab and observe 

them. As you read, I want you to continue to think about which parts are made up and which parts are facts.  

- After you finish chapter 7, go on to read the "Find out More" section. This will help you understand some of 

the facts that the book gave you by giving you more information about the moon and insects.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

pg 23 jitterbugs, cocoons  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about what lesson the author may be trying to teach them.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

- What had happened to the caterpillars by the time they reached the lab? What was special about these 

cocoons?  

- What did they see when the cocoons started to hatch? How did Archibald feel about this? Why? 

- What happened right after the butterflies hatched? Why are the blue butterflies so rare? Why had no one ever 

before gotten a picture of them?  

- Why did scientists name the butterfly the B. Moon butterfly of Mooloomunga?  

- Why do you think the author included so many facts in the book? 

- If you were able to read the "Find Out More" section, what did you find most interesting? Why? Why do you 

think the author added this section to the back of the book?  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What made the blue butterfly of Mooloomunga so rare? 

 

 


