
Guided Reading Lesson Plan M - Z 
 

Title: The Bee Tree     Level:   M    ISBN: 978-0-698-11696-2           Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M):  Do you know who Jews are? They are the descendants of God’s Chosen People in 

the Old Testament and they are still looking for a Messiah/Savior. Our story is about a family in a Jewish 

community in Michigan. Mary Ellen was a little girl in the 1940s and she complained to her grandfather that she 

was bored with reading her book. Grandpa knew it was time to teach Mary Ellen a lesson so he led her on an 

adventure to find a bee tree. This took place when life was simpler; when good, mineral-rich, organic honey 

was something to pursue, or chase after, and fully enjoy without the distractions of video games, TV, and soccer 

practices.      

*Discuss pictures (M): The author wasn’t able to read until she was 14 years old, so she pursued drawing 

instead. Her pictures help give “flavor” to the events in the story and to the characters too. 

You will notice that the sound words are in italics, e.g., slap, bump, honk. 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  “Zounds” (sounds) 

The names of the characters and locations are Jewish and unfamiliar to us: Govlock, Dietz, Einar 

Tundevold, Olav Lundheigen, Feduciary, and Greiner. 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Do you know any Jewish people? Have you ever seen wild honey in 

a tree? What is something you have chased after (butterflies, fireflies)? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): clambered, raucous, commotion, musicians 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think/infer what lesson the author is trying to teach them through the grandfather character. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

What did you learn about bees’ behavior? Why did all three bees know where to go? 

Would you have joined in the chase if you had been there? 

Why was it a good thing Mrs. Glovock and Baby Sylvester went along to the bee tree? 

Do you think someday Mary Ellen will teach her own children how to find a bee tree? Why do you think so? 

 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

What was the lesson Grandpa taught Mary Ellen? Can we learn the same lesson today? 

(Things worth pursuing may not come easily but they are the real treasures and many are found in books.) 

 

Instead of using the word said, the author used wailed, chortled, shrieked, pleaded, puffed, whispered, called, 

and shouted.  Write a sentence using quotation marks and a word other than said for the speaker. 

 


