
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Teeny Tiny Animals           Level:  M                   ISBN: 978-0-545-24982-9              Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M) (Supplies: teacher brings 12” rulers and an object that weighs a pound or two.) 

What is the tiniest animal you have ever seen or held? Have you ever seen baby kittens or a baby bird that 

fell from its nest? Some animals never get very big even when they are full grown. Let’s do what we used to do 

in first grade and take a picture walk so that I can tell you the names of these teeny tiny creatures. Some of the 

names are difficult to read. Let’s read to find out specific measurements and weights. Optional: on a clean 

sheet of paper you can use a ruler to draw the length of the animal and label it with the animal’s name.  

  

*Discuss pictures (M)  In the photographs, how does placing the tiny animals on or next to things we know 

the size of help us understand how tiny these animals really are? 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S) see above 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) see above 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)     pygmy (p.12) 

  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  The animals that are pets have their names included under the main 

headings. 

 

Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers make connections (text to world) with how the tiny animals in the book are the same as the normal 

sized animals they are familiar with.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

Which animal in this book was the largest? (horse) 

Which animal was the smallest? (Monte Iberin Eleuth frog) 

Which creature was the size of a paperclip? (Bee Hummingbird) 

Which creature can easily camouflage with its surroundings? (Pygmy Seahorses) 

Which one could use spaghetti sauce?! (Barbados Threadsnake) 

Why does the teeny tiny rabbit have such big ears? (to hear predators) 

  

*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Which animal would you like to have as a pet? Try to give a reason without using the word cute. What would 

you like to watch it do? (This could be a writing prompt.) 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 


