
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Spring              Level:   M    ISBN:  0-14-055786-5          Publisher:  Puffin Books 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Introduction (M):  How is the spring season different than winter? What begins to happen in the month of 

April? Now let me tell you about similes. It’s when the author uses the words like or as to compare things. For 

example, in the spring flowers seem to come alive like bears waking up from hibernation. Another thing authors 

use is called personification. This is when an author makes it sound like things in nature can do what humans 

can do. An example of this would be seeing wildflowers march up a mountainside.  
Optional activity: After I read the following statements, tell me if it is a simile or a personification: 

Lightning danced across the sky.  

He eats like a pig. 

She is sly as a fox. 
The moon play hide and seek with the clouds. 

The car complained as the key was turned. 
This book doesn’t have rhyming words but it seems to almost be poetry – probably not the style of writing 

an author would use to write about germs and bacteria! 

      

*Discuss pictures (M): These photographs were taken by professional photographers who may have had to 

take up to 300 pictures before they got one excellent enough to include in this beautiful book. 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)    

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  see above 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) coyotes, Ptarmigan, migratory, emerge 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): This book uses ellipses, dashes, and on some pages the text doesn’t 

end with a period. You will want to read slowly enough to not only observe punctuation, but to observe the 

beautiful language the author uses to describe the awakening of a beautiful season. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

(See Unusual aspect of text layout.) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

How is this nonfiction book different than _______? (Give the title of the most recent nonfiction book your 

group has read.) 

What is a cottontail? What is a goldfinch? 

What animal does a marmot remind you of? (gopher or groundhog) 

What animal does a ptarmigan make you think of? (chicken)  

*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Choral read the Ptarmigan page together, being careful to observe the dash with a pause. Repeat until fluent. 

You may choose to choral read a page with ellipses also. 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 Read the Afterword and write down one way it suggests we can celebrate spring. 


