
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Planning a Birthday Party           Level: M           ISBN: 978-1-57255-342-2                  Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                    

*Summarize plot (M)                                                       *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Talk to students about what they know about planning a birthday 

party.  Ask what is the first thing you should do when planning a party?  This book takes students through the 

stages of planning, including step-by-step instructions.  Ask students to flip through the book a few minutes 

before beginning the discussion.  Then have students read the back cover.  Ask them to predict what they think 

the book is going to be about.  Discuss predictions. 

Tell students- Nonfiction books like this one often provide lots of information through special features, such 

as headings, instructions, diagrams, and pictures.  The contents page and picture are also important because they 

tell you where to find main topics and details.  As we read today we, we’ll be thinking about what we can learn 

from these features.  They are especially useful in books that tell you now to do something. 

 

 *New or important words (V) p. 11 novelty, p. 20 piñata, p. 25 crepe paper 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) point out the elements of nonfiction including – table of contents, 

labels, diagrams, instructions, headings and pictures. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Ask students to identify the nonfiction text features and how they added to the interest and understanding of the 

text.  Be specific. 

Talk about what is needed to plan a successful party.  Who is coming?  What kinds of activities will there be? 

What kinds of food, invitations, decorations, games, music, etc.? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

 

Have students summarize what they have learned.  Tell the steps in planning a successful party. 

Plan a pretend party.   Don't forget to include a theme! 

 

 

 


