
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Pet Vet   Level:  M      ISBN:  978-0-47-812881-9  Publisher:  Nelson Education  

Chapters #1 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter #1: We’re going to be starting a nonfiction text called Pet Vet.  Do you know what a vet is?  That’s 

right, it’s a person who is a doctor for animals.  “Vet” is a short name; do you know what the full name is for a 

vet?  Right, a veterinarian.  Over the next couple of days, we’ll be learning about what it’s like to be a 

veterinarian.  Let’s take a look at some of the text features in our book to get a better idea of what we’ll be 

reading about. (Check out the table of contents and the glossary.  Make sure students understand how to use 

both those resources.  You may also explain the index.) 

 

Today, we’re only going to be reading the first chapter.  What is the title or section heading for this first 

chapter?  What do you think a typical “day at the clinic” is like or what does a vet do on a typical day? 

(brainstorm, possibly make a list of some predictions) Let’s meet the vet, Michael and some of the people that 

he works with.  We will also see our first “case study,” about Buster the parakeet.  (see below to explain, if 

needed)   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p5 receptionist, p6 schedule, p7 overnight, p8 parakeet 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): “case study” Throughout the text, you will see these case studies that 

tell us about specific animals that are at the vet’s office, what’s wrong with them or why they’re at the vet, and 

sometimes how that patient is doing. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1-It said in the first chapter that Michael took care of pets and other small animals.  Are there other animals that 

might not fit into those categories?  Like what? (large animals, farm animals, zoo animals)  How do you think it 

would be different to take care of large animal versus a small animal?  What would be the same?  What would 

be different?  

1-Describe for me some of the people who work in the vet’s office and their unique role or responsibility. 

1-What do you think the vet’s schedule might look like?  What might the vet do besides make his rounds?   

1-Do you think all animals have to stay overnight?  Why just some of them?  What is different about the 

animals that stay overnight? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Would you like to be a veterinarian?  Why or why not? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Pet Vet   Level:  M      ISBN:  978-0-47-812881-9  Publisher:  Nelson Education  

Chapters #2-#3 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #2 and #3: Yesterday we read about Michael, our veterinarian, some of the other people in the vet’s 

office, and how the vet helps and takes care of some of the animals.  Let’s talk about what you recall from 

yesterday.  How about our first case study, Buster the parakeet, what do you recall about Buster?  Today, we’re 

going to be reading chapters 2 and 3.  Who can tell me what the chapter titles or section headings are for these 

two chapters.  What are you predicting “The Clinic is Open” and “We have to Operate” will be about?  How do 

you suppose the vet knows how to help a sick or hurt animal?  Let’s read to find out more specific information 

about what happens when the clinic is open to the public and how they care for animals that are hurt. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p11 checkups, special, p12 examine, temperature, p16 serious,             

p21 sterilizes 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

2-How does a vet’s job compare to a people doctor’s job?   

2-What was the solution for Snapper the turtle’s discolored shell?   

2-Do you know of other jobs where they have positions similar to a “student vet” where the student can come in 

and learn in a real workplace/office?  (student teacher…) 

3-Why did Zac the cat have to be asleep to clean his teeth?   

3-The book said that before they do an operation on an animal, the tools, table, and floor have to be very clean 

and sterilized.  What might happen in the tools, table, and floor were not clean?  Why is this important?  Also, 

the vet and vet assistants are all covered up as well.  Why?   

3-Do you suppose it would be important to monitor the animals as they wake up after an operation?  Why? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  If you were a vet, what do you think would be the best part, the part you like 

the most?  What would be the worst part or the part you liked the least? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Pet Vet   Level:  M      ISBN:  978-0-47-812881-9  Publisher:  Nelson Education  

Chapters #4-#5 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters #4-#5:  Let’s review what happens when the clinic is open.  Why do owners bring their animals to the 

vet?  What happens if medicine or rest isn’t what an animal needs to get better?  What happens during an 

operation?  Why are animals asleep for operations?  In these last two chapters, we’ll read about when animals 

are well enough to go home and what happens at the end of the day when the vet goes home. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p25stitches, p30 emergency 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

4/5-What happens when an animal is well again?  The dog they talked about in the story, Chai, why did this dog 

have to come back to the vet’s office?  Have you ever had stitches before? 

4/5-What does the vet do before he/she goes home for the night?  Why do you think the vet has to do rounds 

several times each day?  When the vet leaves for the day, is he/she really off work?  Explain.  How will the vet 

know if there is an emergency after work?  Who would be calling him/her?   

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about something you learned about the pet vet or from reading this text.   


