
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Look Inside a Tree   Level:  M           ISBN:  978-1-4329-7025-9       Publisher:  Heinemann    

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

This nonfiction text teaches you about the creatures that survive in the branches, trunk, and 

root systems of a tree.  Use the beautiful illustrations and photographs to learn all about the 

tree as a habitat.  Let's look at the differently laid out table of contents.  What a unique way to 

get us interested in this book!  Choose what part of the tree you would like read about and 

share information about with the group. 

 

Before they start make sure that at least one person is reading each of the 4 main parts. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

*Unusual aspect of text (V):    Cool table of contents and the captions to the photographs 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 
 During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After they share the information they learned (a fact or two about the action) go on a book 

hunt.  Hopefully they will use the index! 

Have them find things in the book.   

For example:  Find the word nectar and read the sentence the word is in. 

  Where would I find larvae? Find it and read the sentence it is in. 

  Choose some other words from the index. 

Then ask questions like what his the definition of:  to get them to understand the difference 

between the index and glossary. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What are your 3 favorite facts about the tree and the creatures 

that live in it? 


