
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Kansas is the Sunflower State           Level:  M             ISBN:  978-160867864-8                Publisher:  Wilbooks 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This book contains information about the state of Kansas.  

On p. 2, locate Kansas on the map. If possible, look at a map that has all states labeled. Locate bordering 

states.  

As students read, have them record important facts about Kansas.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p. 4 bison 

     p. 5 prairie, lush 

     p. 6 grazed 

     p. 7 rural, urban 

 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers pay attention to important details when they are reading. As you read, write down details 

that you think are important to remember.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above). 

 

What is Kansas’ state animal, state bird, state flower?  

What crops are grown in Kansas?  

Why is Wichita called “Air Capital of the World?” 

What President grew up in Abilene, Kansas?  

Why do you think people like to live in Kansas?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you have time, make a chart of facts they learned about Kansas. Or make a flyer about Kansas. 

Include interesting facts that make people want to go there.  

 


