
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to start a new book called Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime.  From the title, 

what do you predict this book will be about?  We are going to learn about a character named Junie B. Jones who 

is in kindergarten.  Her teacher is going to reveal to her class that they are going to have a Valentine’s Day 

party.  The class has big dreams about what they will do at the party.  Read to find out what happens.  

 

Reading Assignment: pages 1-7 (chapter 1) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Beatrice (pg. 1), Publishers Clearing House sweepstakes (pg. 2), 

  caterer (pg. 4) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What did Junie B. think they needed to have a party? 

 What ideas did the class come up with for their party? 

 What is something Lucille and Junie B. have in common? 

 On page 5, why did Mrs. stare at Lucille a real long time? 

 What clues tell you that Junie B. is bossy? 

 What can you infer about Mrs. on page 7 when the author said, “Her head was on her desk.  And her 

eyes were staring at the door.”? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What do you predict will happen next? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today Junie B. and her classmates are going start getting ready for the Valentine Party.  Along with that, Junie 

B. will have some disagreements with her friends.  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 8-15 (chapter 2) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) see note below: a’popogy (pg.10), ‘cause (pg. 15)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers make connections. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did the author show that Grace and Junie B. were mad at each other? 

 What was the large box for? 

 What clues help you know Junie B. likes to be the winner? (two times) 

 What caused Junie B.’s scissors to be taken away? 

 Why weren’t Grace and Jim allowed to help with the Valentine box? 

 How are Junie B. and Jim alike? 

 What was the effect of Junie B. and Jim’s scissor competition?  

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Make a connection to the story. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This chapter will start out with Junie B. asking Mrs. about Valentines cards.  Junie B. doesn’t quite understand 

that you have to give a Valentine card to everyone in class.  After that her dad takes her to the store to buy items 

for Valentine’s Day and Junie B. picks out cards for her classmates.  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 16-23 (chapter 3) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about (infer) what lesson the author may be trying to teach them. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why did Mrs. react the way she did when Junie B. asked about giving cards to the big, fat stinky heads? 

 What did Junie B. buy at the drug store? 

 What do you infer Junie B.’s mom felt when Grace told her about Lucille? How do you know? (pg. 20-

21) 

 What kind of card did Junie B. choose for Jim?  Why? 

 What do you predict will happen next? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What lesson do you think the author was trying to teach you from this chapter? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Junie B. starts this chapter so excited because she is the first to do something (she thinks she’s the winner).  

After that she gets in a disagreement with Lucille and has to stand up for her friend Grace.  Read to find out 

what happens. 

 

 

Reading assignment: pages 24-33 (chapter 4) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) huggle (pg. 32) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about (infer) the problem and solution in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why was Junie B. so excited about being first?  

 What did Junie B. get for bring first to put her Valentines in the box? 

 Do you think Junie B. should have gotten anything for putting her Valentines in first? 

 What can you tell about Lucille?  

 Name three ways Junie B. thought Grace was better than Lucille? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What was the problem in this chapter and how did it get solved? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today is the day of the Valentine party!  Junie B. is so excited and feeling very pretty in her Valentine outfit.  

Mrs. passed out all of the cards and it is time to find out who got the most.  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 34-42 (chapter 5) 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone.  Junie B. also used capital letters to show she is yelling. (pg. 40). 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What did Junie B. mean on page 34, when she said, “…I skipped all around room nine.  ‘Cause I was a 

treat for the eyes.”?  Why did she feel that way? 

 Why was Lucille disappointed with her Valentines?   

 How are Grace and Lucille the same? 

 How are Grace and Lucille different from Junie B.? 

 What causes Junie B. to get upset? 

 Who do you think didn’t give her a card? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What do you predict will happen next? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday we ended chapter five with Junie B. being very upset about the fact that she only got 16 Valentine 

cards and her friends got 17.  Junie B. comes up with a plan to find out who didn’t give her a card and Mrs. 

comes to Junie B. with a special message.  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 43-49 (chapter 6) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) admiring (pg. 43), admirer (pg. 49) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone.   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make connections to the story. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did Junie B. decide to find out who didn’t give her a card?  Did it work?  Why? 

 When Mrs. told Junie B. she found something in the bottom of the Valentine box, what did Junie B. 

think she found? 

 Why did Mrs. roll her eyes up to the ceiling?  (pg. 46) 

 What was in the large envelope? 

 Who do you think Junie B.’s secret admirer is? 

 The chapter ends with Junie B. trying to come up with a new plan.  What do you predict she is going to 

do? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Tell about a connection you have to the story. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday Junie B. decided she needed a plan to find out who gave her the special valentine.  She comes up 

with a plan today and starts trying to figure out who did it.  She has a few boys in mind, will they be the one?  

Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 50-58 (finish at the bottom of 58) 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) fusstrated (pg. 56), glum (pg. 56), jiffy (pg. 57), 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone.   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about (infer) the problem and solution in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What can you infer about Lucille at the beginning of the story? (pages 50-51) 

 Who did Junie B. think her admirers were? 

 Who did Junie B. see picking up her card when she went back in to get it? 

 Why do you think Jim was looking at the card? 

 What clues tell you that Junie B. really cares about her special valentine?   

 What do you predict will happen next? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What is Junie B.’s problem and how do you think it will be solved? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime_Level:_M ISBN:_0-439-19899--2_Publisher:_Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to finish the book.  Junie B. finds out who the mushy gushy Valentine is from, and it may 

surprise you!  Read to find out who gave Junie B. the Valentine and how the story ends. 

 

 

Reading Assignment: pages 59-69  

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) clunked (pg. 61),  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Junie B. changes words since she is a kindergartner and speaks in a  

 sassy tone.   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about how a character changes throughout the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What can you infer about how Jim was feeling on page 59?  What clues do you have? 

 Who gave Junie B. the special Valentine? 

 Why does Jim act like he doesn’t like Junie B.? 

 In what ways are Junie B. and Jim the same? 

 Why doesn’t Jim want people to know he likes Junie B.? 

 Why did Junie B. keep Jim’s secret?   

 Did you like the way the story ended?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

How did Junie B. change throughout the story?  


