
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  How can I experiment with…atoms      Level:  M         ISBN:  978-158952008-0      Publisher:  Wilbooks 

 

Day 1   P. 6-12 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 
Matter is what everything is made of.  

In this part of the book, you will learn that matter is made of atoms, and that atoms have protons, electrons, and neutrons, 

everything is made of atoms.  

 

Help them understand what the structure of an atom is. Compare it to an egg. The center of the atom is like the center or 

yellow part of an egg. In the center of the atom (like the yellow part of the egg) you can find the protons and neutrons. Going 

around the center of the atom are the electrons (like the white part of the egg).  

 

On p. 10, the chart is called the periodic table. You may want to explain that more, such as 8 is oxygen, and 2 is helium. Each 

box on the chart stands for an element and the number tells how many protons are in that element.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p. 6 matter  

     p. 8 atoms, protons, neutrons, electrons, particles 

     p. 12 theory 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Remember to read all the captions for the pictures and charts. In this book, the captions are on the 

bottom of the page, opposite the pictures.  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions as they read. As you read, ask questions about more things you want to know 

about atoms or about things you don’t understand.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
What is matter?  

Matter stays the way it is until something forces it to change. What example did the author give of matter changing?  

What are the 3 parts of an atom? 

Who is John Dalton? What did he do?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 
Write about examples of matter. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  How can I experiment with…atoms      Level:  M         ISBN:  978-158952008-0      Publisher:  Wilbooks 

 

Day 2   P. 14-29 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 
Review matter, atoms, protons, neutrons, electrons.  

In this part of the book, you will learn about the charges of protons, neutrons, and electrons.  

Protons and neutrons are in the nucleus, or center, of the atom. Electrons circle the nucleus.  

Protons are positive.  

Neutrons have no charge.  

Electrons are negative.  

(If you have two magnets, you can show them the concept of charges and illustrate the concepts of attract and repel. If you put 

the two magnets next to each other, they attract. Turn them over and they push away, or repel.) 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p. 17 repel 

     p. 18 nucleus 

     p. 23 Quantum theory 

     p. 24 chemical reaction 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

As you read, think about the details you are reading and how these parts work together and make up 

matter.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 
Parts that are alike push apart or ___________________.  

The book compared an atom to an onion on p. 21. Explain how an atom is like an onion.  

What is a chemical reaction?  

Where did they drop the atomic bomb? Why was it so deadly?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 
Write about an example of a chemical reaction. 


