
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: How a House is Built               Level M             ISBN: 978-059044940-3                   Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the cover, read the title.  Ask students what they know about building a house.  Discuss different 

kinds of houses.  The book recounts the step-by-step process of building a wood frame house and the 

assortment of people involved in its completion- from architect to landscaper.  Children will use pictures and 

text to assist in comprehension.   

 

 *New or important words (V)    p.5 architect,  p. 6 carpenter,  p.7 mason,  p. 21 moisture 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Talk about how the text features add interest and understanding to the text. 

Discuss the different materials used in building a house, (lumber/wood, brick, stone, glass, cement, etc.) 

Discuss how housing has changed over the years.  Explain the advances in tools and materials and how homes 

are stronger and more complex. 

Compare and contrast early shelters with shelters of today. 

Have children name each step they learned about how to build a house. 

Lead discussion about the kinds of houses children would like to build or live in, the materials they would use 

and why. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Have partners create a glossary for the book, using some of the labels in the illustrations as examples.  

Remind them that a glossary is an alphabetical list of words with their definitions. 

 

Have children choose a trade person, such as an electrician or plumber, and write a paragraph describing 

what he or she does. 


