
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Horrible Harry Cracks the Code Level:  M ISBN:  978-0-545-11035-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #1 The Ketchup War! - #2 The Biggest Case Ever in Room 3B 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter #1: Harry is a detective.  There’s a mystery going on in the school and he’s determined to figure it out.  

There’s a contest going on in the cafeteria and Harry wants to win, or figure out who will win.  But, can he 

figure is out before Mary, the school tattletale tells on him?  In this first chapter, we’re introduced to some of 

our characters.  There’s a bit of a disagreement that will impact the rest of our story. 

 

Chapter #2:  In the last chapter, we learned that not all of our characters get along very well.  Who doesn’t 

necessarily get along?  In this chapter, we’ll get some details about what’s going on in the cafeteria and what 

Harry wants to do.  What do you predict is happening in the cafeteria? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Ch#1: p2 jack-o-lantern, p3 ‘bout, whined, p4 ruined, p5 canary, 

apologize, El Tweeto, p7 accident, p9 portable, Ch#2: p12 deerstalker, adventures, investigate, p13 visor, p14 

botch, reputation, announcements, Funderburke, compartment, p15 clasped 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions.  Readers revise their predictions based on new events in the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1-What was the issue that got the kids into trouble?  At what point could they have made a different choice that 

would have kept them out of trouble?  What were their consequences for this choice? 

1-Harry said if Mary tattles on him again, he would tattle on her.  What was Mary’s response to this threat? 

 

2-Describe the newest exciting announcement from Mrs. Funderburke.  What happened to the person who finds 

the orange sticker?  Are there any stipulations or circumstances in which the orange sticker wouldn’t do you any 

good?  How is the sticker placed or how is the winner determined? 

2-What is Harry’s plan? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Why do you think Harry wants to know how the winner is determined each day? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Horrible Harry Cracks the Code Level:  M ISBN:  978-0-545-11035-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #3 The Schnozzola - #4 The First Clue 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #3: So Harry has a new case.  What is this detective trying to find out?  Why do you think Harry want 

to know who will be the winner each day?  They’re all back to work in this next chapter, but manage to find 

themselves back in the cafeteria. 

 

Chapter #4:  So Harry and Doug have headed down to the cafeteria to find something smelly.  Harry also has a 

different reason for wanting to go to the cafeteria.  What reason was that?  Let’s see what smelly object they 

come back with and any clues they might find. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Ch#3 p21 Schnozzola, p23 cringed, p25 resourceful, Ch#4: p26 chrome, 

p28 aroma, p30 Fibonacci sequence, p31 abruptly, p32 conclusions, reputation 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions.  Readers revise their predictions based on new events in the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

3-What was the assignment they’re working on for class?  What was Harry’s reason for going to the cafeteria?  

What does Dog, the writer, suspect is the real reason Harry wants to go to the cafeteria?  

 

4-What’s the deal with the Fibonacci sequence? Any idea how that works?  What number are you predicting 

will be next? 

4-It said, at the end of the chapter, Harry’s reputation as a detective was on the line.  What does that mean?  

Why do you think his reputation would be on the line? 

4-What is Harry’s plan at the end of this chapter?  Is he ready to predict the next winner?  Why not? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

3-What do you suspect is the real reason Harry wants to go to the cafeteria? 

4-Did we find any clues as to why Harry wants to be able to crack this code?  What did we learn from this 

chapter? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Horrible Harry Cracks the Code Level:  M ISBN:  978-0-545-11035-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #5 Payback Time! - #6 The Frist Orange-Star Winner! 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #5:  So Harry is gathering more information before he makes any predictions as to who the next winner 

will be.  Why do you think he’s waiting?  Why do you think he wants to figure this out anyway?  In this next 

chapter, the smelling exercise is continuing in class. 

 

Chapter #6: Harry was finally able to tell on Mary.  She got really upset about this experience.  Did this last 

chapter have an details about solving this case?  Another key character is introduced in our reading today. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Ch#5 p34 politely, p37 guinea pig, favorite aromas, bulged 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions.  Readers revise their predictions based on new events in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

5-Do you think Harry intentionally shouted out the answer or was he just using an expression?  What makes 

you think that? 

5-Harry had told Mary that if she tattled on him again then he would tattle on her.  Describe how this played 

out.  Why do you suppose this was such a big deal to Mary? 

 

6-Let’s take a look at the number pattern. 1,1,2,5  Mr. Skooghammer gave Harry a clue.  What was that clue?  

What number do you think will be next? 

6-How did Harry go about asking for Mr. Skooghammer’s help?  Why do you think he didn’t just come right 

out and ask? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

5-Write about a time that you have tattled or been tattle on. 

6-What number do you think will be next?  Explain your answer. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Horrible Harry Cracks the Code Level:  M ISBN:  978-0-545-11035-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #7 The World’s Second Best Detective? - #8 Epilogue 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #7: Mr. Skooghammer gave Harry some advice.  What did he tell Harry to do?  What are you 

predicting will be the next number?  In this next chapter, Harry reveals what the next winning number will be. 

 

Chapter #8:  Now Harry has figured out the code.  Do you think he’s told the other kids the key to cracking the 

code?  Let’s see if he reveals the secret to anyone else. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Ch#7: p52 moaned, p53 investigating, p54 demonstration, p60 botched, 

p61 cooed, Ch#8: p64 honorable, reign 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions.  Readers revise their predictions based on new events in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

7-Why do you suppose Harry didn’t reveal the winning number until right before they went through the line?  

Why do you think Harry didn’t stand in that place himself? 

7-Let’s take another look at the number sequence.  Can you figure it out?  1-1-2-3-5-8  What is your prediction 

for the next winning number?  What is your evidence?  Explain your thinking. 

7-What was the lesson they learned in class about their sense of smell?  

 

8-Why do you think Harry never stood in the winning place in line?   

8-Why do you think Mary tattled? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

7-Tell me what you thought about how Doug ended chapter #7.  Do you think cracking the code was better than 

getting the gold coin?  Why or why not?   

8-If you had cracked the code, would you stand in the winning place in line?  Why or why not? 


