
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Heroes                    Level: M               ISBN: 978-1880000502              Publisher:  Lee & Low Books, Inc. 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Look at the front cover.  What do you notice, what do you wonder about. 

Have you ever been teased because you or your family is different?  Discuss… 

Japanese-American Donnie, whose playmates insist he be the “bad guy” in their war games, calls on his 

reluctant father and uncle to help him get away from that role.   Discuss World War II, and why the boys think 

all Japanese are the enemy.   Read to find out how Donnie makes his friends realize their mistake in judging 

him and his family. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)        p. 3 medals     p. 5 protested     p. 10 Vietnam 

 

Discuss WWII and Korean War. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers infer the problem and solution in the story. 

Good readers think about (infer) what the lesson is the author is trying to teach the reader. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Retell the story in your own words. 

Discuss the problem and the solution in the story.   What is the lesson the author is trying to teach? 

How does each character change throughout the story? 

Why didn't Donnie’s father or uncle want to talk about the war?  

  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

 

How do you treat children who are different than yourself?  Do you need to make some changes in your 

behavior? 
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