
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Here Comes the Strikeout            Level:  M     ISBN:  978-039594303-8        Publisher: Houghton Mifflin 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                             

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover of the book. What do you think this story is about? How would you describe the 

boy’s expression? What game is he playing? 

In this story, Bobby loves baseball, but he is not doing very well playing the game. His friend Willie tries to 

help him out. As you read, find out if Willie’s ideas help. Find out if Bobby is able to solve his problem. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Review baseball vocabulary before reading the book: strikeout, home 

plate, shortstop, pitch, slump, batter’s box. 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about (infer) the problem and the solution in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

How did Bobby feel at the beginning of the story? Why? 

What did Willie give Bobby to use to help him? Did it help? 

What did Bobby’s mother suggest to help him? 

What advice did Willie give Bobby? What else did he do to help him become a better hitter? Did it help? 

How did Bobby win the game for his team? 

How did Bobby feel at the end of the story? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

At the end of the story, Bobby says, “Lucky bats won’t do it. Lucky helmets won’t do it. Only hard work will 

do it.” 

 

Do you think he is right? Explain. 


