
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Helping Paws - Dogs That Serve      Level  M    ISBN: 978-043920542-9      Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        One chapter a day…four chapters 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Look at the cover, read the title.  Students will have considerable background knowledge about how dogs 

can help people. Invite them to share what they know. 

Ch. 1 A DogTale. This chapter tells about the descendants of dogs.  Tells of dogs’ unique senses…sound, 

sight and smell instincts.  

Ch. 2. Working Dogs. Describes the many jobs dogs do.  It tell about the different breed and then specific 

jobs best suited for those  dogs. 

Ch. 3 Brave Hearts. Describes more very important jobs dogs do.  Read about the training, danger, and 

love dogs experience in these jobs. 

Ch. 4. Service Dogs. Read about dogs that provide assistance to blind, deaf , wheelchair bound, and seizure 

prone people.  

 *New or important words (V).  

Ch. 1-p. 1 descended, p. 7 domestic, p.8 instincts 

Ch. 2-p. 14 livestock, p.15 travois, p.16 expeditions 

Ch. 3-p. 17 canine, p. 21 obedience, p. 21 agility 

Ch. 4-p. 32 companion, p. 37 disabled, p. 37 disease, p. 40 seizure 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers make connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world) 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

After each chapter: discuss any connections the students have. 

Talk about unfamiliar words. 

Ask the students to identify the main idea and supporting details of each subsection.  How did the breakdown 

into small sections help understanding?   

How did the illustrations add to interest and understanding?  

What do you think the the author is trying to teach? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

After each chapter write down the most interesting facts or facts students learned.  Record on chart. 

 

Students may want to read other books about service animals and report to the group. 

 


