
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Gung Hay Fat Choy             Level:  M                 ISBN:  978-0516241029                 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).   (The Lucky Money - good companion story)                                                                                   

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  What do you know, or wonder about the book? 

Tell the students the title “Gung Hay Fat Choy” means “HappyNew Year” in Chinese.  This book explains 

the meanings of New Year symbols and shows ways the holiday is celebrated.  

The Chinese New year is the most important of all the Chinese festivals.  Read about the festivals,  

including decorating homes, villages, fireworks displays, and parades. 

 

 

 *New or important words (V):  p. 7 gongs; p. 8 ancestors, prosperous; p. 12 lunar; p. 16 characters;  

p. 18 Lai see; p. 27 emperor 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

 

Good readers use text features to help understand nonfiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Discuss how the colorful and lively photographs capture the excitement of the New Year Celebration. 

We’ve learned so much about the Chinese New Year.  Why do you think the New Year is such a special time 

for the Chinese? 

How is the Chinese calendar similar to the one we use?  How is it different? 

How do families prepare their homes for the holiday?  

How does the community celebrate? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What part of the Chinese New Year do you find most exciting?  Write a description of it. 

 

  

 


