
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Growl! A Book About Bears         Level:  M        ISBN: 0-618-06225-4         Publisher: Houghton Mifflin  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).     Day 1: Ch. 1-2                                                                                      

*Summarize plot (M.).       Day 2: Ch. 3-4              *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Ask students what they know or wonder about bears.  Record 

together or in student journals. 

Ch. 1 What Do Bears Eat?  Read to find out about different kinds of bears and their diets. 

Ch. 2 How Do Bears Find Food?  Read to find out how bears use their “snout”, legs, toes, claws and teeth to 

get their food. 

Ch. 3 How Do Most Bears Get Ready for Winter?  Read about eating habits, homes and winter sleeping 

habits of bears. 

Ch. 4 When Are Baby Bears Born?  Read about baby bears and how they grow up and are cared for by their 

mothers. 

 

 

 *New or important words (V):  p. 3 diet; p. 10 bamboo; p. 11 snout; p. 24 hibernate 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.  Use photos, bold words, and subtitles. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

After each chapter identify/write the main idea and supporting details. 

Ch. 1 Compare and contrast the different types of bears and their diets. 

Ch. 2 Discuss the different bear “parts” used to find food.   What do you think is the most important? 

Ch. 3 Share how bears get ready for winter and where they spend the winter. 

Ch. 4 review the early days/months of a baby bear. 

Talk about the text features, photos, and how they make the test more interesting and easier to understand. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Write about your life if you were one type of bear. 

 


